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Executive Summary

ES-05 Executive Summary - 24 CFR 91.200(c), 91.220(b)

1. Introduction

Eligible local governments may receive annual grants for community development and affordable
housing through application to the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

(HUD). Available grants include the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and the Home
Investment Partnerships (HOME) grant. The CDBG Entitlement Program provides annual grants on a
formula basis to entitled cities and counties to develop viable urban communities by providing decent
housing and a suitable living environment, and by expanding economic opportunities, principally for low
and moderate income persons. The HOME program provides formula grants and is the largest Federal
block grant to state and local governments designed exclusively to create affordable housing for low
income households. A city must match community needs to eligible grant activities, and as part of that
process, HUD requires grantees to prepare and submit a Consolidated Plan. The City of North Little Rock
Five Year Consolidated Plan FY2016 — FY2020 has been developed in accordance with federal

regulatory requirements in 24 CFR Part 91.

The Plan is used to outline levels of need in the areas of affordable housing, community development,
special needs, and homelessness. This information was gathered through a number of approaches
including public outreach, consultations with local agencies, a review of the latest demographic and
economic data provided by HUD, and an analysis of market conditions. These methods are further
explained in the Process, Needs Assessment, and Market Analysis sections of this Plan.

The needs assessment and market analysis formed the basis of the Strategic Plan, which details how the
City's priority needs will be addressed by utilizing local service delivery capabilities, allocating
anticipated funding, setting goals, and outlining performance and monitoring measures. Partnerships
with agencies and organizations in our community are important to the successful implementation of
the Plan, and we acknowledge and appreciate their work and the services that they provide. The City
strives to identify service delivery methods that are meaningful and beneficial to our diverse
community. The consolidated planning process serves as a framework for a community-wide dialogue
to identify housing and community development priorities that align and focus funding from the grant
programs. All funding recommendations for activities operated with these grants are evaluated based
on the ability to help the City meet the goals outlined in this Plan.

Finally, for each of the five years covered by the Consolidated Plan, the City of North Little Rock is
required by HUD to prepare an Annual Action Plan. The Action Plan will detail the intended activities to
be funded in that particular fiscal year, as well as other actions that will be taken to meet the objectives
of the Consolidated Plan. The Action Plan serves as the application to HUD for CDBG and HOME
funding. The FY2016 Annual Action Plan is included in this document.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 4
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2. Summary of the objectives and outcomes identified in the Plan Needs Assessment
Overview

The Plan's needs assessment identified a wide range of needs related to affordable housing, non-
housing community development, special needs, and homelessness. The Plan develops goals,
determines objectives, and describes anticipated outcomes to address many of these issues. However,
limited grant allocations preclude funding projects and activities for all identified needs. For

the objectives listed below which are not funded through this Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan,
rather than financial assistance, the City can provide support through coordination and collaboration of
efforts with partner agencies.

Goal: Affordable Housing — Rehabilitation / Development

Objective: Improve the condition and increase the availability of decent affordable housing for low to
moderate income persons.

e Maintain affordability of existing homeowner housing through housing rehabilitation programs.

e Increase affordability options for low to moderate income homebuyers by developing affordable
housing units.

e Support North Little Rock Housing Authority (NLRHA) efforts to modernize stock, work with
landlords to identify housing opportunities, and maintain and expand Housing Choice Voucher
Homeownership, Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS), and other program initiatives.

e Support private and nonprofit developers in identifying opportunities to utilize Low Income
Housing Tax Credits (LIHTC) for the construction of assisted rental housing for low income
families and seniors.

e Support alternative housing assistance efforts such as faith-based initiatives, volunteer housing
assistance programs, self-help and neighborhood group empowerment programs.

e Support and help facilitate access to lenders or programs offering subsidy, down payment or
closing cost assistance to homebuyers.

e Support Continuum of Care efforts, including an increase in inventory of permanent housing
units for the homeless and permanent supportive housing units for special needs populations

Goal: Public Improvements — Infrastructure / Facilities
Objective: Foster suitable living environments and address non-housing community development needs.

e Sustain and revitalize low to moderate income neighborhoods with infrastructure improvements
including streets, drainage, and sidewalks.

e Improve public facilities to enhance neighborhoods by serving low to moderate income
populations, including homeless, special needs, youth, and elderly.

e Support the City’s Fit 2 Live initiative to create environments that empower the community to
adopt healthy life choices, such as community gardens.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 5
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Goal: Public Services

Objective: Stabilize living environments and improve well-being of economically disadvantaged
residents.

e Provide availability and accessibility of public services geared toward the benefit and security of
at-risk youth, seniors, special needs, homeless and other low income populations.

e Support coordination and collaboration with service providers and Continuum of Care members.

e Support nonprofit efforts to expand their funding sources through certificates of consistency
with the Consolidated Plan.

e Support economic development, job development, and workforce training efforts.

Administer, plan, and monitor CDBG and HOME grant programs to ensure anticipated outcomes and
performance measures and compliance with all regulations. Continue to assess, and support other
needs including awareness and promotion of fair housing, removal of barriers to affordable housing and
lead-based paint hazards, and an anti-poverty strategy.

3. Evaluation of past performance

The City of North Little Rock has implemented several successful programs in the past with CDBG and
HOME funding. Neighborhoods in low to moderate income areas of the City have been preserved
through infrastructure projects such as sidewalk, street and drainage improvements. The condition of
existing housing stock has been improved through programs providing emergency assistance grants
for housing repair needs, and both minor (CDBG) and major (HOME) housing rehabilitation projects for
low to moderate income residents. The number of new homes available in the affordable housing
market in North Little Rock has increased through the efforts of our Community Housing Development
Organization (CHDO). Wheelchairs ramps have been built for disabled residents. Homelessness issues,
special needs, care of the elderly, and youth and neighborhood services have been addressed and
provided through partnerships with our nonprofit agencies and various public service and public facility
projects.

At the end of each fiscal year, the City must prepare a Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report (CAPER) to provide information to HUD and our citizens detailing the accomplishments for that
year. This report allows HUD, City officials and the public the opportunity to evaluate the City’s
performance and assess whether the activities undertaken during that fiscal year helped to meet the
City’s five-year goals. The City of North Little Rock began receiving Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds in 1975, and Home Investment Partnership (HOME) funds in 1992. HUD has
consistently determined that the City has met its performance objectives and goals, and that the City
has the capacity to continue effective administration of its grant programs.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK
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4. Summary of citizen participation process and consultation process

As per the Citizen Participation Process and in preparation of the Five Year Consolidated Plan, City staff
held public hearings in several accessible locations in low to moderate income areas in order to receive
input from citizens and to inform them of the availability of Community Development Block Grant and
HOME Investment Partnership funding and programs. Technical assistance to groups seeking funding
was provided upon request at public hearings, at the CDA office, and by phone. A Fair Housing Forum
was held to receive citizen input prior to development of the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing,
and a presentation of the completed report and public hearing was conducted. Citizens were notified
of hearings/meetings through local newspaper display advertisements and through postings on the City
website. In an efforts to reach more North Little Rock residents, notices were posted on City and
neighborhood organization Facebook pages. Nonprofits who serve low and moderate income persons,
neighborhood and community leaders, and other interested parties were notified of meetings by direct
mailouts. Notices of public hearings/meetings were listed as a communication to City Aldermen on the
City Council agenda and read aloud at Council meetings. The notices offered special accommodations at
the public meetings upon request from hearing impaired or non-English speaking residents, and persons
with disabilities.

In addition, a survey to establish a community involvement process for prioritizing needs was distributed
among nonprofits, neighborhood and community groups, organizations, and residents. The survey was
handed out at the public hearings and was posted on the City website and on Facebook. It was also
included in the direct mailouts mentioned above.

Notice of a 30 day public comment period on the final draft of the Five Year Consolidated Plan, Annual
Action Plan, and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing (Al) was published in the newspaper, posted
on the City website and on Facebook. Copies of all documents were made available for public review at
City Hall and at the Community Development Agency, as well as on the City website. A public hearing
held in conjunction with a City Council meeting was announced for adoption of these items for
submission to HUD. Approval requires a majority vote of the Council. The Citizen Participation process is
also followed if a substantial amendment to the Consolidated Plan or Action Plan is needed and with a
notice of comment period for CAPER actions.

The consultation process included extensive outreach to elected and appointed officials, key City staff,
and numerous agencies and organizations as detailed in section PR-10.

5. Summary of public comments

Comments were received regarding issues related to street and drainage improvement needs, schools
and the need for after-school activities, needs for facilities for youth and the disabled, needs for
provision of meals to low-income seniors, safety/maintenance needs for the elderly in public housing,
youth and homebuyer financial literacy needs, fair housing, and neighborhood revitalization.
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6. Summary of comments or views not accepted and the reasons for not accepting them
There were no comments that were not accepted.
7. Summary

Although the dollar amounts awarded through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and
Home Investments Partnerships (HOME) programs have decreased significantly over the past few years,
the City of North Little Rock recognizes and values the opportunities the available funding provides

to enhance the quality of life for our low to moderate income residents. The City strives to maintain its
history of administering successful and effective programs and continues to encourage broad
community involvement in the process.
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The Process

PR-05 Lead & Responsible Agencies 24 CFR 91.200(b)

1. Describe agency/entity responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and those
responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source

The following are the agencies/entities responsible for preparing the Consolidated Plan and
those responsible for administration of each grant program and funding source.

Agency Role Name Department/Agency
CDBG Administrator NORTH LITTLE ROCK Community Development
Agency
HOME Administrator NORTH LITTLE ROCK Community Development
Agency

Table 1 — Responsible Agencies
Narrative

The City of North Little Rock’s Community Development Agency (CDA) is the lead agency for
administration of the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and the Home Investment
Partnerships (HOME) grant programs. The CDA is responsible for developing the Five Year Consolidated
Plan, Annual Action Plan, and the end of year Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation Report
(CAPER). The Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan are approved by the North Little Rock City
Council prior to submission to the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). The
Consolidated Plan is prepared with input from key City staff, consultation and coordination of

activities with a number of organizations serving the community, and citizen participation.

Consolidated Plan Public Contact Information

Melissa Ervin, Director, City of North Little Rock Community Development Agency, 116 Main Street,
North Little Rock, AR 72114

501.340.5342 phone 501.340.5345 fax

mervin@nlr.ar.gov

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK
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PR-10 Consultation - 91.100, 91.200(b), 91.215(l)

1. Introduction

The consolidated planning process required the City to reach out to and consult with many other public
and private agencies when developing this Plan. As lead agency, the City of North Little Rock
Community Development Agency (CDA) coordinated these efforts. Included below is a summary of the
consultation process, along with a listing of the agencies that participated.

Provide a concise summary of the jurisdiction’s activities to enhance coordination between
public and assisted housing providers and private and governmental health, mental health
and service agencies (91.215(1)).

The City of North Little Rock's Community Development Agency (CDA) developed this Plan with the
input of elected and appointed officials, and staff from many key City departments. Activities included
consultation with the North Little Rock Housing Authority and review of its current Five Year Plan. Other
affordable housing providers, such as Habitat for Humanity of Pulaski County, and Pulaski County
Neighborhood Alliance for Habitat, the City's approved Community Housing Development Organization
(CHDO), were consulted. Input was gathered from local organizations providing emergency shelter,
transitional housing and permanent housing assistance services to the homeless and those at risk of
homelessness. Efforts were also focused on issues of the homeless through coordination with the
Continuum of Care process, which provides the City opportunities to maintain relationships and consult
with private and public health, mental health, and other service providers which are responsible for
youth, veterans, homeless families, and the chronically homeless. Nonprofit organizations and
agencies who provide services to benefit low income persons were consulted. The City coordinated
these efforts through surveys, public forums, public hearings, interviews, consultations, meetings,
and/or data collection. Contact was made through direct email solicitations, direct mailouts, by phone,
and in person.

Describe coordination with the Continuum of Care and efforts to address the needs of
homeless persons (particularly chronically homeless individuals and families, families with
children, veterans, and unaccompanied youth) and persons at risk of homelessness

The Continuum of Care (CoC) in Central Arkansas was organized in the late 1990’s and its original focus
was assisting organizations in making applications to HUD for funding for programs that serve the
homeless. The CoC created the organization known as Central Arkansas Team Care for the Homeless
(CATCH). CATCH represents a four county area—Pulaski, Lonoke, Prairie and Saline Counties. Over the
years, CATCH has become more established and has broadened its mission to focus on identifying the
needs of local homeless populations. CATCH takes a community based approach to meet the diverse
needs of the homeless. The Cities of North Little Rock, Little Rock, and Jacksonville are members of
CATCH. Through regular meetings, training sessions and contact, the City maintains relationships with
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homeless shelter and services providers and private and public health, mental health, and service
organizations which provide assistance for homeless youth, veterans, individuals, families, families with
children, the chronically homeless, and those at risk of homelessness.

Describe consultation with the Continuum(s) of Care that serves the jurisdiction's area in
determining how to allocate ESG funds, develop performance standards and evaluate
outcomes, and develop funding, policies and procedures for the administration of HMIS

The City of North Little Rock does not receive ESG funding.

2. Describe Agencies, groups, organizations and others who participated in the process
and describe the jurisdictions consultations with housing, social service agencies and other

entities

See next page.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK
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Table 2 — Agencies, groups, organizations who participated

1 | Agency/Group/Organization NORTH LITTLE ROCK
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Employment
Service-Fair Housing
Other government - Local
Planning organization
Grantee Department
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Lead-based Paint Strategy
Public Housing Needs
Homelessness Strategy
Non-Homeless Special Needs
Economic Development
Market Analysis
Anti-poverty Strategy
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | City elected officials and key City staff were
consulted and what are the anticipated consulted through meetings to review the planning
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | process, the summary of citizen comments, the
improved coordination? survey responses, and the data analysis to provide
better awareness when developing City strategies
and goals.
2 | Agency/Group/Organization HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF NORTH
LITTLE ROCK
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
PHA
Services - Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Public Housing Needs
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person discussion. Review of Housing
consulted and what are the anticipated Authority's Five Year Plan. Participated in City's
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | Consolidated Plan development process by
improved coordination? assisting with needs assessment and goal-setting
for assistance to low income persons.

Consolidated Plan
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Agency/Group/Organization

NORTH LITTLE ROCK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Planning organization
Business Leaders

Civic Leaders

Business and Civic Leaders

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development
Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consultation/discussion regarding economic
development strategies and goals.

Agency/Group/Organization

NORTH LITTLE ROCK ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Business and Civic Leaders

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consultation and discussion on economic
development and workforce issues.

Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS AIDS FOUNDATION, INC.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing

Services - Housing
Services-Persons with HIV/AIDS
Services-Health

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consultation by phone. Improved awareness of
needs and services offered.

Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS COALITION AGAINST DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence
Services - Victims

Consolidated Plan
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What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Phone consultation. Improved awareness of needs
and services offered and statistics.

7 | Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children

Services-Health

Health Agency

Child Welfare Agency

Publicly Funded Institution/System of Care
Other government - State

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Lead-based Paint Strategy

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consultation to obtain information on child
welfare, lead-based paint. Improved awareness of
services.

8 | Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children

Services-Persons with Disabilities
Services-Health

Health Agency

Child Welfare Agency

Publicly Funded Institution/System of Care
Other government - State

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consultation by phone to obtain information on
child welfare, foster care, behavioral health issues,
state hospital, services offered.

9 | Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS DEVELOPMENT FINANCE AUTHORITY

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Other government - State

Consolidated Plan
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What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Economic Development
Market Analysis
Anti-poverty Strategy

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

In person and phone consultations. Improved
awareness for better coordination of available
programs and funding.

10

Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
COMMISSION

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Other government - State
Planning organization

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Economic Development

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Meeting of Consolidated Plan Advisory Committee.
Improved awareness of state Consolidated Plan
and programs.

11

Agency/Group/Organization

ARKANSAS FAIR HOUSING COMMISSION

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Service-Fair Housing
Other government - State

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

In person and phone consultations to discuss fair
housing issues.

12

Agency/Group/Organization

ARVETS

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-homeless
Services-Health
Services-Education
Services-Employment

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Unemployment-Veterans

Consolidated Plan
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person meeting. Improved awareness of needs
consulted and what are the anticipated of veterans.

outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

13 | Agency/Group/Organization CARELINK/CENTRAL AR AREA AGENCY ON AGING
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Elderly Persons
Services-Persons with Disabilities
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Homelessness Strategy

Supportive Services

How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Attended several public hearings. Participated in
consulted and what are the anticipated survey to provide better awareness of community
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | needs. In person meeting and tour of facility.
improved coordination? Continued efforts and increased funding needed
for supportive services for elderly.

14 | Agency/Group/Organization CENTRAL ARKANSAS DEV COUNCIL

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing
Services-Education
Regional organization

What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Market Analysis
Anti-poverty Strategy

How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Phone consultation. Improved awareness and
consulted and what are the anticipated coordination of services for low income persons.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

15 | Agency/Group/Organization CENTRAL ARKANSAS PLANNING AND
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education

Services-Employment
Regional organization
Planning organization

What section of the Plan was addressed Economic Development

by Consultation?

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Consultation to discuss workforce training
consulted and what are the anticipated programs. Improved awareness of programs
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | offered.
improved coordination?
16 | Agency/Group/Organization CENTRAL ARKANSAS TEAM CARE FOR THE
HOMELESS (CATCH)
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless
Other government - Local
Regional organization
What section of the Plan was addressed Homelessness Strategy
by Consultation? Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Consultations and meetings as part of CoC.
consulted and what are the anticipated Improved awareness and ability to better
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | coordinate activities and funding opportunities
improved coordination? involving low income, at-risk of homelessness, and
homeless persons.
17 | Agency/Group/Organization FIRST SECURITY
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services - Housing
Service-Fair Housing
Private Sector Banking / Financing
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Public meeting. Discussion of mortgages, financial
consulted and what are the anticipated literacy, fair housing.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
18 | Agency/Group/Organization GAIN, INC.
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services - Housing
Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Homelessness Strategy

Consolidated Plan
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Phone interview. Continued focus on needs of
consulted and what are the anticipated those at risk of homelessness when discharged
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | from health or mental healthcare facilities.
improved coordination?
19 | Agency/Group/Organization HABITAT FOR HUMANITY OF PULASKI COUNTY
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services - Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person meeting. Improved awareness of
consulted and what are the anticipated housing needs in community.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
20 | Agency/Group/Organization LITTLE ROCK COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH
CENTER
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Persons with Disabilities
Services-Health
Health Agency
What section of the Plan was addressed Homelessness Strategy
by Consultation? Non-Homeless Special Needs
Anti-poverty Strategy
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Meeting and phone consultation to discuss HMIS
consulted and what are the anticipated data for homeless.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
21 | Agency/Group/Organization METROPLAN
Agency/Group/Organization Type Regional organization
Planning organization
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Consultation/discussion on demographic and
consulted and what are the anticipated economic data.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Consolidated Plan
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22

Agency/Group/Organization

NORTH LITTLE ROCK BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children
Services-Education

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Supportive Services

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

In person meeting. Participated in survey to
provide better awareness of community needs.
Continued efforts and increased funding needed
for after school and summer out of school services
for at-risk youth.

23

Agency/Group/Organization

NLR POLICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE (PAL PROGRAM)

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services-Children

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy

Economic Development
Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

In person meeting. Participated in survey to
provide better awareness of community needs.
Continued efforts and increased funding needed
for at-risk youth services and activities, and for
neighborhood revitalization.

24

Agency/Group/Organization

OUR HOUSE, INC.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
Services - Housing
Services-homeless

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment

Homelessness Strategy

Homeless Needs - Chronically homeless
Homeless Needs - Families with children
Homelessness Needs - Veterans
Homelessness Needs - Unaccompanied youth

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Campus visit, group meetings and phone
consultation on CoC data. Improved awareness of
programs and services offered.

Consolidated Plan
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25 | Agency/Group/Organization PULASKI COUNTY
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services - Housing
Other government - County
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation?
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Consultation by phone. Improved awareness of
consulted and what are the anticipated programs offered.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
26 | Agency/Group/Organization PULASKI COUNTY NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE FOR
HABITAT
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Services - Housing
What section of the Plan was addressed Housing Need Assessment
by Consultation? Non-Homeless Special Needs
Market Analysis
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person meetings. Improved awareness of local
consulted and what are the anticipated affordable housing needs.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
27 | Agency/Group/Organization PULASKI TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education
Services-Employment
What section of the Plan was addressed Economic Development
by Consultation?
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Consultation by phone to obtain information about
consulted and what are the anticipated educational and workforce training programs.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
28 | Agency/Group/Organization RECOVERY CENTERS OF ARKANSAS
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services - Housing
Services-Persons with Disabilities
Services-Substance Abuse
What section of the Plan was addressed Non-Homeless Special Needs
by Consultation? Fair Housing
Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 20
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How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person meeting and phone consultations.
consulted and what are the anticipated Discussion of needs and statistics on substance
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | abuse.
improved coordination?
29 | Agency/Group/Organization RIVER CITY MINISTRY OF PULASKI COUNTY
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-homeless
What section of the Plan was addressed Homelessness Strategy
by Consultation? Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | In person meetings and participated in survey to
consulted and what are the anticipated provide better awareness of community needs.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | Continued efforts and increased funding needed
improved coordination? for homeless services and neighborhood
revitalization activities.
30 | Agency/Group/Organization THE SALVATION ARMY
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Children
Services-homeless
Services-Education
What section of the Plan was addressed Homelessness Strategy
by Consultation?
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Group meetings and consultation by phone.
consulted and what are the anticipated Improved awareness of programs offered. Need
outcomes of the consultation or areas for | continued efforts and increased funding to
improved coordination? maintain services.
31 | Agency/Group/Organization U. S. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT
Agency/Group/Organization Type Housing
Other government - Federal
What section of the Plan was addressed Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy
by Consultation?
How was the Agency/Group/Organization | Phone consultation. Discussion of Neighborhood
consulted and what are the anticipated Stabilization strategies.
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?
32 | Agency/Group/Organization UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS LITTLE ROCK
Agency/Group/Organization Type Services-Education

Consolidated Plan
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What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Market Analysis

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Meeting / discussion of community needs.

33

Agency/Group/Organization

VETERANS VILLAGES OF AMERICA, INC.

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Housing
Services-homeless

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Homelessness Needs - Veterans

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

In person and phone consultation to discuss
veterans’ issues. Improved awareness of services
offered and needs.

34

Agency/Group/Organization

WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST

Agency/Group/Organization Type

Services - Housing

Services-Victims of Domestic Violence
Services-homeless

Services - Victims

Services-Housing and Services-Victims

What section of the Plan was addressed
by Consultation?

Housing Need Assessment
Homelessness Strategy
Non-Homeless Special Needs

How was the Agency/Group/Organization
consulted and what are the anticipated
outcomes of the consultation or areas for
improved coordination?

Group meetings and phone consultation. Improved
awareness of needs, programs offered, statistics.

Identify any Agency Types not consulted and provide rationale for not consulting

All agency types were consulted.

Consolidated Plan
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Other local/regional/state/federal planning efforts considered when preparing the Plan

Name of Plan Lead Organization How do the goals of your Strategic Plan overlap with
the goals of each plan?
Continuum of Care Little Rock/Central The Five Year Consolidated Plan incorporates goals to
Arkansas CoC address needs identified by the CoC where
appropriate.

Table 3 — Other local / regional / federal planning efforts
Describe cooperation and coordination with other public entities, including the State and any

adjacent units of general local government, in the implementation of the Consolidated Plan
(91.215(1))

The City of North Little Rock consulted with the North Little Rock Housing Authority during the
preparation of this Consolidated Plan. North Little Rock maintains strong communication and
coordination with other local cities participating in the Continuum of Care process. The City is an active
member of the Arkansas Community Development Association (ACDA), which provides opportunities for
collaboration and knowledge sharing among other HUD entitlement cities and state agencies receiving
CDBG and/or HOME funding. The City coordinates efforts with the state of Arkansas through
consultation with the Arkansas Development Finance Authority (ADFA) and City staff attendance at the
Arkansas Economic Development Commission (AEDC) Five Year Consolidated Plan Public Hearings and
Consolidated Plan Advisory Committee meetings.

Narrative (optional):

Leaders and members of several neighborhood organizations also participated in the development
process of this Consolidated Plan. The City acknowledges their efforts and appreciates their
involvement. The City also values the efforts, input, and guidance of the nonprofit agencies and other
organizations who participated in the preparation of this Plan.
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PR-15 Citizen Participation

1. Summary of citizen participation process/Efforts made to broaden citizen participation
Summarize citizen participation process and how it impacted goal-setting

Throughout the development of this Consolidated Plan, citizen input was encouraged. To broaden public participation, City staff

held public hearings on July 28, 29, and 30, 2015 at different accessible locations in low to moderate income areas of the community to identify
needs and solicit comments from citizens, and to inform them of the availability of Community Development Block Grant and HOME Investment
Partnership funding and programs. The notice included nonprofit application instructions and details for FY2016 CDBG funds. Technical
assistance to groups seeking funding was provided upon request at public hearings, at the CDA office, and by phone. The location of the first
hearing was at the Boys and Girls Club in Ward |, the second at the Rose City Police Substation in Ward II, and the third at the North Heights
Community Center in Ward Ill. Citizens were notified of the meetings through a local newspaper display advertisement published in the NLR
Times on July 23, 2015. Nonprofits who serve low and moderate income persons, neighborhood and community leaders, and other interested
parties were notified by a direct mailout sent on July 22, 2015. The notice was listed as a communication to City Aldermen on the City Council
agenda and read aloud at the July 27th Council meeting. In addition, a survey to establish a community involvement process for prioritizing
needs was made available to community and neighborhood groups, organizations, and residents. The survey was distributed at the July public
hearings and posted on the City website. It was also included in the July direct mailout mentioned above. A Fair Housing Forum was held at
North Little Rock City Hall on August 27, 2015. Notification to the public was made with a newspaper ad published on August 20 and a direct
mailout (as described above) sent on August 19, along with a communication placed on the August 24 City Council agenda. On February 25, a
newspaper ad was published to announce a 30 day public comment period to conclude on March 28, 2016, on the final draft of the Five Year
Consolidated Plan, 2016 Annual Action Plan, and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing, and a public hearing on March 29, 2016 at City Hall to
present the final draft of the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing report. A direct mailout of the notice was sent on February 24. On April 7,
2016, notice was published of a public hearing to be held on April 11, 2016 at City Hall for approval by City Council of the Five Year Consolidated
Plan, 2016 Annual Action Plan, and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing. A direct mailout of the notice was sent on April 6. All notices of
public hearings were posted on the City website. In an effort to reach more North Little Rock residents, particularly minorities, public housing
residents, and persons living in low and moderate income areas, the public meeting notices and the survey were posted on the City's
Neighborhood Services Department Facebook page, as well as individual neighborhood organization Facebook pages. The notices offered
special accommodations upon request by hearing impaired residents, non-English speaking residents, and persons with disabilities. Copies of all
documents were made available for review on the City website, at the Community Development Agency, 116 Main, North Little Rock, and at City
Hall, 300 Main, North Little Rock.
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Public comments and survey results were reviewed and considered, and various local agencies, organizations, and nonprofits (as detailed in
section PR-10) were consulted by City staff as part of the process of identifying priority needs and developing the strategies in this Consolidated
Plan.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 25

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)



Citizen Participation Outreach
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Sort Order

Mode of Outreach

Target of Outreach

Summary of
response/attendance

Summary of
comments received

Summary of comments
not accepted
and reasons

URL (If
applicable)
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Public Hearing

Minorities

Non-English
Speaking - Specify
other language:
Spanish

Persons with
disabilities

Non-
targeted/broad
community

Residents of Public
and Assisted
Housing

Six public hearings
were held on six
different dates and at
four different
locations. Notices of
hearings were placed
in the newspaper,
posted on the City
website, posted on
Facebook, sent out
by direct mail, and/or
communicated at City
Council meetings.
Four persons
attended the first
public hearing.
Twelve persons
attended second
public hearing. Three
people attended
third hearing. Eight
people attended the
fourth public
meeting. Two
persons attended the
fifth meeting. A
survey asking
respondents to rank
priority needs in their
neighborhood was

Comments were
received regarding
issues related to
street and drainage
improvement
needs, schools and
the need for after-
school activities,
needs for facilities
for youth and the
disabled, needs for
provision of meals
to low-income
seniors,
safety/maintenance
needs for the
elderly in public
housing, youth and
homebuyer
financial literacy
needs, fair housing,
and neighborhood
revitalization.

There were no
comments that were
not accepted.
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Spanish

Persons with
disabilities

Non-
targeted/broad
community

Residents of Public
and Assisted

Housing

organizations and
interested parties by
distribution at public
hearings, by postings
on City website, City
Facebook pages, and
neighborhood
organization
Facebook pages, and
by direct mail-out. A
total of 66 surveys
were returned.

Comments were
not included in the
survey. City staff
reviewed survey
results to identify
needs and goals in
the Plan.

Sort Order | Mode of Outreach | Target of Outreach Summary of Summary of Summary of comments URL (If
response/attendance | comments received not accepted applicable)
and reasons
distributed at the
public hearings. A
total of 66 surveys
were returned.
2 Survey Minorities A survey was made Respondents were There were no
available to residents, | asked to rank comments included in
Non-English neighborhood priority needs in the survey.
Speaking - Specify | groups, non-profits their
other language: and other neighborhoods.
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Sort Order | Mode of Outreach | Target of Outreach Summary of Summary of Summary of comments URL (If
response/attendance | comments received not accepted applicable)
and reasons
3 Newspaper Ad Minorities Newspaper ads were | Refer to this section | Refer to this section
published to provide | under #1 Public under #1 Public
Non-English notice of funding Hearing, above. Hearing, above.

Speaking - Specify
other language:
Spanish

Persons with
disabilities

Non-
targeted/broad
community

Residents of Public
and Assisted
Housing

availability and notice
of six public hearings.
Four persons
attended the first
public hearing.
Twelve persons
attended the second
public hearing. Three
people attended the
third public hearing.
Eight people
attended the fourth
public meeting. Two
persons attended the
fifth meeting.
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Internet Outreach

Minorities

Non-English
Speaking - Specify
other language:
Spanish

Persons with
disabilities

Non-
targeted/broad
community

Residents of Public
and Assisted
Housing

City website postings
and Facebook
postings were made
to provide notice of
six public hearing
dates and notice of
funding availability.
Four persons
attended the first
public hearing.
Twelve persons
attended second
public hearing. Three
people attended
third public hearing.
Eight persons
attended the fourth
public meeting. Two
persons attended the
fifth meeting. A
survey asking
respondents to rank
priority needs in their
neighborhood was
posted on the City
website and on
Facebook. A total of
66 surveys were

returned.

Refer to this section
under #1 Public
Hearing, and #2
Survey, above.

Refer to this section
under #1 Public
Hearing, and #2 Survey,
above.
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Needs Assessment

NA-05 Overview

Needs Assessment Overview

The Needs Assessment portion of the Consolidated Plan was prepared in conjunction with input
obtained through the consultation and citizen participation processes to identify community needs as
they relate to affordable housing, special needs housing, community development, and

homelessness. Information provided by HUD, including U. S. Census Bureau, American Community
Survey (ACS), and Comprehensive Housing Affordability (CHAS) data, was analyzed in order to prioritize
needs and develop the basis for the Strategic Plan.

The Housing Needs Assessment summarizes projected housing needs for the five year period covered by
the Plan. The needs are reviewed by categories including income, tenure, and household type, and by
housing problems including substandard conditions, overcrowding, and cost burden.

The Disproportionately Greater Needs sections assess housing problems, severe housing problems, and
housing cost burdens and analyze the relative level of each need for race and ethnic categories. A
disproportionately greater need exists when a racial or ethnic group at a particular income level
experiences a housing problem at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a whole.

The Public Housing section's information on number and types of units and resident characteristics was
compiled with assistance from the North Little Rock Housing Authority, and provides a summary of the
needs of public housing residents.

The Homeless Needs Assessment reviews the nature and extent of unsheltered and sheltered
homelessness, and the characteristics and needs of low income persons within the community who are
currently housed but at risk of homelessness. Data on homelessness was obtained from the Homeless
Management Information System (HMIS) and Point in Time (PIT) count conducted by the Little
Rock/Central Arkansas Continuum of Care (CoC), of which the City of North Little Rock is a member.

The Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment reviews available data on persons who are not homeless,
but who require supportive housing, including the elderly (over 62), frail elderly (over 75), persons with
disabilities, persons with addictions, and persons with HIV/AIDS.

The Non-Housing Community Development Needs section summarizes priority needs for public facilities,
public improvements, and public services.
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NA-10 Housing Needs Assessment - 24 CFR 91.205 (a,b,c)

Summary of Housing Needs

The Needs Assessment projects needs over the five year period, described by categories such as income
level, household type, and tenure.

HUD categorizes low to moderate income (LMI) as a % of total household income compared to Area
Median Income (AMI).

e Extremely Low=0-30% AMI
e Low=30-50% AMI

e Moderate=50-80% AMI

e Middle=80-120% AMI

HUD classifies family types as:

e Small Related - households with 2-4 related members

e large Related - households with 5 or more related members

e Elderly - households with head, spouse or sole member at least 62 years of age
e Other - all other households

HUD categorizes tenure as:

e owner occupied
e renter occupied

Needs are described by the following housing problems, listed from most severe to least severe:

e substandard housing lacking complete plumbing or kitchen facilities

e severe overcrowding (>1.51 persons per room)

e overcrowding (1.01 - 1.50 persons per room)

e  severe cost burden (>50% of income)

e  cost burden (>30% of income)

e zero/negative income (due to self-employment or interest, dividends, or net rental
income/cannot actually have cost burden, but still requires housing assistance and is counted
separately)

If a household had more than one of the above problems, it was included in the count of the more
severe problem. For example, if a household lacked complete plumbing facilities and was cost
burdened, it was counted in the substandard housing category. Cost burden is defined as the fraction of
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a household’s total income spent on housing costs. Owner costs include mortgage, insurance, taxes,
and utilities. Renter costs include rent and utilities.

Data provided indicates out of North Little Rock's total 25,910 households, 16% were extremely low
income, 15% low income, and 19% moderate income. One person households made up 34%, small

family households, 41%, and large family households, 6%. Owner occupied units accounted

for 52%, with renter occupied at 48%. Almost 36% of total households were affected by one or more
of the above problems, and 16% experienced one or more severe problems. Severe cost
burden accounted for 15% of reported problems, with cost burden at 16%, and combined remaining
categories of substandard facilities, severe overcrowding, overcrowding and zero/negative

income making up 5%.

Severe cost burden was experienced by 3,204 LMI renter households, with 2,194 in the extremely low
income category. Cost burden affected 6,019 renter households with 2,644 of those being extremely
low income. Renter households in the other and small related family types were the hardest hit. Data
shows 869 owner households experienced severe cost burden, particularly among the extremely low

income, other family type and the low income, small related and elderly family types. As for cost
burden, 2,119 owner households reported this problem with the majority of those in the low and
moderate income, small related and elderly categories.

Crowding was not widespread, but was experienced by 485 mostly extremely low income
renters, and was most prevalent in single family households. Ninety owner households were crowded,
with single family and multiple, unrelated family households in the low income brackets most affected.

Demographics Base Year: 2000 Most Recent Year: 2012 % Change
Population 60,433 62,817 4%
Households 25,542 25,910 1%
Median Income $35,578.00 $39,558.00 11%
Table 5 - Housing Needs Assessment Demographics
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments: 2000 Census (Base Year), 2008-2012 ACS from CPD Maps Target Report
Number of Households Table
0-30% >30-50% >50-80% | >80-100% | >100%
HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI
Total Households * 4,125 3,875 4,860 2,465 10,585
Small Family Households * 1,615 1,365 1,625 835 5,230
Large Family Households * 350 200 475 65 485
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0-30% >30-50% >50-80% | >80-100% | >100%
HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI HAMFI
Household contains at least one
person 62-74 years of age 354 460 640 320 2,030
Household contains at least one
person age 75 or older 260 820 615 275 950
Households with one or more
children 6 years old or younger * 925 500 1,089 335 485

* the highest income category for these family types is >80% HAMFI

Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

Consolidated Plan

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

Table 6 - Total Households Table

NORTH LITTLE ROCK

36




Housing Needs Summary Tables

1. Housing Problems (Households with one of the listed needs)

Renter Owner

0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total | 0-30% >30- >50- >80- Total
AMI 50% 80% 100% AMI 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI

NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS

Substandard
Housing -
Lacking
complete
plumbing or
kitchen
facilities 40 60 0 0 100 0 4 0 0 4

Severely
Overcrowded -
With >1.51
people per
room (and
complete
kitchen and
plumbing) 50 55 0 0 105 0 0 0 15 15

Overcrowded -
With 1.01-1.5
people per
room (and
none of the
above
problems) 145 60 120 50 375 15 60 0 0 75

Housing cost
burden greater
than 50% of
income (and
none of the
above
problems) 2,045 800 120 40 | 3,005 330 360 180 0 870
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Renter

Owner

0-30%
AMI

>30-
50%
AMI

>50-
80%
AMI

>80-
100%
AMI

Total

0-30%
AMI

>30-
50%
AMI

>50-
80%
AMI

>80-
100%
AMI

Total

Housing cost
burden greater
than 30% of
income (and
none of the
above
problems)

425

940

1,325

150

2,840

155

455

560

200

1,370

Zero/negative
Income (and
none of the
above

problems)

355

0

0 0

355

105

105

Data
Source:

2008-2012 CHAS

Table 7 — Housing Problems Table

2. Housing Problems 2 (Households with one or more Severe Housing Problems: Lacks kitchen

or complete plumbing, severe overcrowding, severe cost burden)

Renter Owner
0-30% | >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >30- | >50- >80- Total
AMI | 50% | 80% | 100% 30% | 50% | 80% | 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI | AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Having 1 or more
of four housing
problems 2,285 975 240 95| 3,595 | 350 | 430 180 15 975
Having none of
four housing
problems 795 | 1,480 | 2,590 | 1,015 | 5,880 | 240 | 990 | 1,855 | 1,340 | 4,425
Household has
negative income,
but none of the
other housing
problems 355 0 0 0 355 | 105 0 0 0 105
Table 8 — Housing Problems 2
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
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3. Cost Burden > 30%

Renter Owner
0-30% >30-50% | >50-80% Total 0-30% >30- >50- Total
AMI AMI AMI AMI 50% 80%
AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 1,110 685 450 2,245 165 330 325 820
Large Related 215 120 190 525 50 65 70 185
Elderly 169 245 145 559 145 380 154 679
Other 1,150 815 725 2,690 145 100 190 435
Total need by 2,644 1,865 1,510 6,019 505 875 739 2,119
income
Table 9 — Cost Burden > 30%
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
4. Cost Burden > 50%
Renter Owner
0-30% >30- >50- Total 0-30% >30- >50- Total
AMI 50% 80% AMI 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Small Related 995 260 40 1,295 75 140 115 330
Large Related 170 45 0 215 25 10 0 35
Elderly 109 130 50 289 85 130 4 219
Other 920 455 30 1,405 145 80 60 285
Total need by 2,194 890 120 3,204 330 360 179 869
income
Table 10 — Cost Burden > 50%
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
5. Crowding (More than one person per room)
Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >30- >50- >80- Total
30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 50% 80% 100%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS
Single family
households 180 95 100 10 385 15 20 0 15 50
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Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- >80- Total 0- >30- >50- >80- Total

30% 50% 80% 100% 30% 50% 80% 100%

AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI
Multiple,
unrelated family
households 15 10 20 0 45 0 40 0 0 40
Other, non-family
households 0 15 0 40 55 0 0 0 0 0
Total need by 195 120 120 50 485 15 60 0 15 90
income

Table 11 - Crowding Information — 1/2
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
Renter Owner
0- >30- >50- Total 0- >30- >50- Total
30% 50% 80% 30% 50% 80%
AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI AMI

Households with
Children Present 835 380 764 | 1,979 90 120 325 535

Data Source
Comments:

Table 12 — Crowding Information — 2/2

2008-2012 CHAS FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT

Describe the number and type of single person households in need of housing assistance.

Data from 2008-2012 ACS indicates:

e 8,816 total single person households, or 34% of total households in North Little Rock
o 2,302 or 26% of single person households were occupied by a person 65 years and over
e 524,243 median income for single person households

e single person households were reported as 59% renter occupied and 41% owner occupied

According to the Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS) category of Other in tables #9

and #10 above, which would include the single person household category, 2,690 renter occupied

households and 435 owner occupied households experienced a housing cost burden greater than 30% of
income. In addition, 1,405 renter occupied and 285 owner occupied single person households

experienced a housing cost burden greater than 50% of income.
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Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance who are disabled or
victims of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking.

Five year estimates from the 2008-2012 American Community Survey indicate roughly 15% of the total
population or around 9,500 persons in North Little Rock have a disability. Of the population under age
18, 6.3% are reported to have a disability. In the age category of 18-64 years, 13.3% have a disability,
with 8.5% reporting an ambulatory difficulty, 4.9% reporting a cognitive difficulty, and 4.8% with an
independent living difficulty. For the population 65 years and over, 44.5% report having a disability,
with 31.5% reporting an ambulatory difficulty, 20.1% with an independent living difficulty, 14.5% with a
cognitive difficulty, and 10.3% with a self-care disability.

According to state statistics provided by the Arkansas Coalition Against Domestic Violence, in 2014:

¢ 2,120 women entered domestic violence shelters
¢ 1,556 children entered shelters

® 9,500 crisis calls were placed

¢ 17,978 information calls were received

What are the most common housing problems?

Housing cost burden greater than 50% of income and housing cost burden greater than 30% of income
are the most common housing problems. According to the 2008-2012 CHAS data provided in Table 7,
31% of households in North Little Rock experience severe cost burden or cost burden.

Are any populations/household types more affected than others by these problems?

Cost burden (greater than 30%) affected almost 48% of renter households, with those classified

as extremely low and low income hardest hit. Of those, slightly over half experienced severe cost
burden (greater than 50%). With owner households, 17% experienced a degree of cost burden,
particularly among the low and moderate income groups, and of those 39% experienced severe cost
burden with the majority of those falling in the extremely low and low income categories.

Severe cost burden and cost burden is more prevalent among the "other" category of family type, which
includes single person households, and the small related family type in renter-occupied

households. With owner-occupied households, severe cost burden and cost burden are more common
among small related, other and elderly family types.
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Describe the characteristics and needs of Low-income individuals and families with children
(especially extremely low-income) who are currently housed but are at imminent risk of
either residing in shelters or becoming unsheltered 91.205(c)/91.305(c)). Also discuss the
needs of formerly homeless families and individuals who are receiving rapid re-housing
assistance and are nearing the termination of that assistance

Extremely low and low income individuals and families with children who are currently housed are often
living from one check to the next with no savings or safety net to fall back on should an unexpected
event or emergency occur. These households include all types, single person, small family, large family,
and elderly. Characteristics include lack of education, lack of transportation, lack of adequate

daycare, inadequate health insurance, drug or alcohol abuse or serious illness. These persons are at risk
of losing their homes through foreclosure or eviction, and unless they have extended family or other
support, they are at risk of needing to reside in a shelter or becoming unsheltered. Their needs

include debt and financial counseling, job skills training, adequate daycare, reliable transportation, rent
and mortgage assistance, utility payment assistance, and home repair for those who own their

homes. Formerly homeless families and individuals nearing termination of their rapid re-housing
assistance need the services listed above as well, to lessen their chance of returning to

homelessness. Transitional units, permanent supportive housing, and other permanent housing

units are needed as well as social skills and job skills training, life skills counseling, daycare, and
employment services.

Available data obtained through the Continuum of Care (CoC) 2015 Point in Time Count indicated 61
sheltered and 5 unsheltered households with adults and children. There were two sheltered households
with only children. An estimated 402 persons in households with adults and children experience
homelessness each year and an estimated 188 exit homelessness each year. Note, all estimates on
homelessness are based on the (CoC) area, and are not specific to the North Little Rock area. See next
section for description of methodology used to generate these estimates.

If a jurisdiction provides estimates of the at-risk population(s), it should also include a
description of the operational definition of the at-risk group and the methodology used to
generate the estimates:

The Continuum of Care's Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and Point in Time

(PIT) Count specify categories of at-risk populations. These categories include homeless households
with adult(s) and child(ren), households with only children, households with only adults, chronically
homeless individuals (has disability and has either been homeless for a year or more or experienced at
least four episodes of homelessness within the last three years, with each break in homelessness
including at least 7 consecutive nights of not living in a safe haven emergency shelter, or place not
meant for human habitation), chronically homeless families, veterans, unaccompanied child (under age
18 and not part of a family household), and persons with HIV.
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Estimates are limited to data available in HMIS. Again, data is not specific to North Little Rock, but
relates to the CoC Little Rock/Central Arkansas coverage area, of which North Little Rock is a part. Not
all service providers in the area participate in HMIS data collection, so estimates given in the section
above for the number of persons experiencing homelessness each year and the number exiting
homelessness each year are based on reasonable extrapolations of available data to include those
programs not currently in HMIS. These estimates were also based on sheltered homeless data, which is
the bulk of the homeless in the area.

Specify particular housing characteristics that have been linked with instability and an
increased risk of homelessness

Housing cost burden (>30%), severe cost burden (>50%), and substandard housing conditions lead to
instability and an increased risk of homelessness. As stated above, when a person is in the extremely
low or low income brackets and has to pay 30-50% or more of their income towards housing costs, it is
difficult to save money or build up a "safety net", and an unexpected event such as loss of employment
or experiencing a sudden or serious illness can cause both homeowners and renters to lose their
homes. Homeowners who are unable to afford upkeep and maintenance face being forced from their
home when they are financially unable to repair a breakdown of a major component of the home, such
as the sewer, plumbing, or electrical system.

Discussion

Cost burden and severe cost burden continue to create difficult conditions for low income residents,
making it harder for them to sustain decent affordable housing. Continued funding for public housing
and housing vouchers is needed to provide assistance to cost-burdened renters, and continued CDBG
and HOME program rehabilitation activities are needed to assist cost burdened homeowners.
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NA-15 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Problems — 91.205 (b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to
the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

A disproportionately greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at a given income
level experience housing problems at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a

whole. For example, if 50% of Hispanic households earning 0-30% of Area Median Income within a
jurisdiction have a housing problem, but only 40% of all the households earning 0-30% of Area Median
Income within that jurisdiction have a housing problem, then Hispanic households in that income
category have a disproportionately greater need.

Tables shown below are used to determine racial or ethnic groups within a particular income level that
have a disproportionately greater need with housing problems in comparison to the needs of that
income category in the jurisdiction as a whole.

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,845 535 510
White 895 190 40
Black / African American 1,700 345 365
Asian 30 0 105
American Indian, Alaska Native 4 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 125 0 0
Table 13 - Disproportionally Greater Need 0 - 30% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%
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30%-50% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,765 1,195 0
White 1,040 795 0
Black / African American 1,570 385 0
Asian 15 0 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 10 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 90 0 0
Table 14 - Disproportionally Greater Need 30 - 50% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,375 2,090 0
White 1,070 1,175 0
Black / African American 1,115 755 0
Asian 0 10 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 190 100 0
Table 15 - Disproportionally Greater Need 50 - 80% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
*The four housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per
room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Housing Problems

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 465 2,175 0
White 280 1,455 0
Black / African American 125 585 0
Asian 0 25 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 20 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 40 75 0
Table 16 - Disproportionally Greater Need 80 - 100% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

*The four housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than one person per

room, 4.Cost Burden greater than 30%

Discussion

Data from ACS 2008-2012 reported number of total households in North Little Rock at 25,910.

There were 3,890 total households reported to be in the 0-30% median income group. Of those, 2,845
or 73% reported having one or more of the four housing problems outlined above. Only one race
category, White, showed a higher percentage (80%) of households reporting housing problems,

but since the difference between those two percentages is less than 10%, it is not considered
disproportionate. The American Indian/Alaska Native category and the Hispanic category each reflected
100% of households with one or more problems, indicating a disproportionally greater need in both
groups. However, it is important to note that the total number of American Indian/Alaska

Native households in this income group was relatively small at 4, with all 4 reporting housing

problems. Likewise, the total number of Hispanic households reported was relatively small at 125, but

all of the 125 reported housing problems.

A total 3,960 households were reported in the 30-50% median income group, with 2,765 or 70%
of those having one or more of the four housing problems. Black/African Americans showed 80% of
households with one or more problems, indicating a disproportionally greater need. Asian, American

Indian/Alaska Native, and Hispanic categories each reflected 100% of households in their respective
category with one or more problems, indicating each of these groups also had a disproportionally
greater need. However, it is again important to note that the total number of Asian households in this
income group was relatively small at 15, with all 15 reporting housing problems. The total number of
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American Indian/Alaska Native persons in this income group was 10 and all 10 reported housing
problems. The total number of Hispanic persons in this income group was 90, but all 90 had housing
problems.

A total 4,465 households were reported in the 50-80% median income group, with 2,375 or 53% of
those households having one or more of the four housing problems. Out of the population of 290
Hispanic households, 190 or 65% reported housing problems, reflecting a disproportionally greater need
in this income group for this ethnicity. Again, note that due to the small population, the need was not
widespread.

In the 80-100% median income group, a total 2,640 households were reported with 465 or 18% of those
having one or more of the four housing problems. All of the 20 American Indian/Alaska

Native households reported have housing problems. Out of the 115 Hispanic persons reported, 40 or
35% had housing problems. Both of these racial or ethnic categories reflected disproportionally greater
need in this income group, although it should be noted that due to their relatively small total population
counts in the income bracket, the needs were not widespread.
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NA-20 Disproportionately Greater Need: Severe Housing Problems — 91.205
(b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to
the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction

A disproportionately greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at a given income
level experience severe housing problems at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a
whole. For example, if 50% of Hispanic households earning 0-30% of Area Median Income within a
jurisdiction have a severe housing problem, but only 40% of all the households earning 0-30% of Area
Median Income within that jurisdiction have a severe housing problem, then Hispanic households in that
income category have a disproportionately greater need.

Tables shown below are used to determine racial or ethnic groups in a particular income level that have

a disproportionately greater need with severe housing problems in comparison to the jurisdiction as a
whole in that income bracket.

0%-30% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems* Has one or more Has none of the Household has
of four housing four housing no/negative
problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 2,525 855 510
White 830 250 40
Black / African American 1,440 600 365
Asian 30 0 105
American Indian, Alaska Native 4 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 120 4 0
Table 17 — Severe Housing Problems 0 - 30% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%
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30%-50% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 1,500 2,460 0
White 625 1,210 0
Black / African American 830 1,125 0
Asian 0 15 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 10 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 35 50 0
Table 18 — Severe Housing Problems 30 - 50% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS

Source:

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%

50%-80% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 605 3,860 0
White 240 2,005 0
Black / African American 295 1,575 0
Asian 0 10 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 75 215 0
Table 19 — Severe Housing Problems 50 - 80% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:
*The four severe housing problems are:
1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per
room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%
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80%-100% of Area Median Income

Severe Housing Problems*

Has one or more
of four housing

Has none of the
four housing

Household has
no/negative

problems problems income, but none
of the other
housing problems
Jurisdiction as a whole 115 2,525 0
White 55 1,680 0
Black / African American 20 690 0
Asian 0 25 0
American Indian, Alaska Native 0 20 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0
Hispanic 40 75 0
Table 20 - Severe Housing Problems 80 - 100% AMI
Data 2008-2012 CHAS
Source:

*The four severe housing problems are:

1. Lacks complete kitchen facilities, 2. Lacks complete plumbing facilities, 3. More than 1.5 persons per

room, 4.Cost Burden over 50%

Discussion

Data from ACS 2008-2012 reported number of total households in North Little Rock at 25,910.

In the 0-30% median income group, a total 3,890 households were reported, with 2,525 or 65% of those
having one or more of the four severe housing problems outlined above. The American Indian/Alaska
Native category and the Hispanic category reflected 100% and 96% respectively, of households with one
or more problems. These percentages would indicate a disproportionally greater need in both groups,
however, due to the small populations of both groups, the need was not widespread. Note that the
total number of American Indian/Alaska Native households in this income group was relatively small at
4, with all 4 reporting severe housing problems. Likewise, the total number of Hispanic households
reported was relatively small at 124, with 120 indicating housing problems.

In the 30-50% median income group, 3,960 total households were reported, with 1,500 or 38%
of those indicating one or more of the four severe housing problems. No racial or ethnic group in this

income level had a disproportionately greater need.

In the 50-80% median income group, 4,465 total households were reported, with 605 or 14% of those
having one or more of the four severe housing problems. The population of Hispanic households was

relatively small at 290, but 190 or 25% reported severe housing problems, so a disproportionally greater
need was reflected in this income group for this ethnicity. However, as noted earlier, the small numbers
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of population indicated the problems were not widespread. Also note: the figures indicated in the
"Jurisdiction as a whole" rows on the above tables are usually equal to or greater than the sum of the
figures in the race/ethnicity categories listed beneath them, and when greater than, it is assumed not all
race/ethnicity categories may be listed. However, the figure indicated in Table 19 for "Jurisdiction as a
whole" is 605, which is assumed to be an error since that amount is less than the sum of the categories
beneath it. We assume or estimate the correct number to be 610, which is the sum of the figures
beneath it. This slight difference does not change the percentage calculations above.

In the 80-100% median income group, 2,640 total households were reported and 115 or 4% of those had
one or more of the four severe housing problems. Out of the 115 Hispanic persons reported, 40 or

35% had housing problems. This ethnic category reflected disproportionally greater need in this income
group, although their relatively small total population counts indicated the problems were not
widespread.
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NA-25 Disproportionately Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens — 91.205 (b)(2)

Assess the need of any racial or ethnic group that has disproportionately greater need in comparison to

the needs of that category of need as a whole.

Introduction:

A disproportionately greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at a given income

level experience housing cost burdens at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a

whole. For example, if 50% of Hispanic households earning 0-30% of Area Median Income within a

jurisdiction have a cost burden, but only 40% of all the households earning 0-30% of Area Median

Income within that jurisdiction have a cost burden, then Hispanic households in that income category

have a disproportionately greater need.

Tables shown below are used to determine racial or ethnic groups in a particular income level that have

a disproportionately greater need with housing cost burdens in comparison to the jurisdiction as a

whole in that income bracket.

Housing Cost Burden

Housing Cost Burden <=30% 30-50% >50% No / negative
income (not
computed)

Jurisdiction as a whole 16,360 4,350 4,259 530
White 11,480 2,035 1,710 35
Black / African

American 4,320 2,000 2,410 390
Asian 100 15 30 105
American Indian,

Alaska Native 35 30 4 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0
Hispanic 425 270 105 0

Table 21 — Greater Need: Housing Cost Burdens AMI

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 CHAS

It was assumed that the original figures listed for "Jurisdiction as a whole" under the "<=30%" column (6195),
under the 30-50% column (3900), under the >50% (4320), and under the no/negative column (540) were in
error as they were not equal to the sum of the race/ethnicity columns below them. The new figures shown
above of 16360, 4350, and 4259, and 530 are the sums of their respective columns. All other existing 2008-
Data Source Comments: 2012 CHAS figures in the table were not changed.

Discussion:
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Based on the above table regarding housing costs burden, 4,350 or 16% of households in our jurisdiction
as a whole reported a cost burden between 30-50% of their income. The American Indian/Alaska Native
category reported 43% of households experiencing a cost burden in this range, which would indicate a
disproportionately greater need. However, it must be noted that this population was relatively small,
with 30 households reporting cost burden, so the need was not prevalent. Likewise, the Hispanic

group was shown to have 33% of households with 30-50% cost burden, but the number of

households was relatively small at 270.

As for severe cost burden greater than 50% of income, while 4,259 or 15% of total households reported
this cost burden, there was no disproportionately greater need among any racial or ethnic group in this
category.

There were 530 households or 2% reported in the jurisdiction as a whole with no/negative income. The
Asian category indicated 42% of households with no/negative income, but again this was a very small
population of 250, with 105 reporting no/negative income, so the problem was not widespread.
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NA-30 Disproportionately Greater Need: Discussion —91.205(b)(2)

Are there any Income categories in which a racial or ethnic group has disproportionately
greater need than the needs of that income category as a whole?

A disproportionately greater need exists when the members of a racial or ethnic group at a given income
level experience housing problems at a greater rate (10% or more) than the income level as a

whole. For example, if 50% of Hispanic households earning 0-30% of Area Median Income within a
jurisdiction have a housing problem, but only 40% of all the households earning 0-30% of Area Median
Income within that jurisdiction have a housing problem, then Hispanic households in that income
category have a disproportionately greater need.

The Black/African American racial group in the 30-50% AMI category was found to have a
disproportionately greater need of 80% versus 70% for the jurisdiction as a whole in one category --
housing problems. Based on the formula described above, the American Indian/Alaska Native racial
group and the Hispanic ethnic group were found to have disproportionately greater needs in the 0-30%,
30-50%, 50-80%, and 80-100% income categories, and the small Asian population was found to have
disproportionately greater need in housing problems in the 30-50% income category, and in the
no/negative income category under housing cost burden. However, it is somewhat misleading to

label these last three racial or ethnic groups as having disproportionately greater need when the very
small number reported to have housing problems and the relatively small population numbers

are considered. It must be noted that the need was not widespread.

If they have needs not identified above, what are those needs?
Needs identified above.

Are any of those racial or ethnic groups located in specific areas or neighborhoods in your
community?

Per 2008-2012 ACS data, census tracts with the highest percentages of Black/African

American households were 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.01, 30.02, 31 and 38, which are located in the mid-central
part of the City. Census tracts showing the highest percentages of Hispanic households were 32.02,
32.08, 33.05 in the Levy, Belwood, Amboy and Tanglewood areas, and 38, in the East McCain and US
67/167 area.

Our total Asian population was small at 400, with highest percentages of households found in tracts 39
and 43.03. The City's total American Indian/Alaska Native population was small at 155, and the highest
concentration noted was roughly 3%, or 19 households, in census tract 29, the Mid-City neighborhood.
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NA-35 Public Housing — 91.205(b)

Introduction

The Public Housing Program identified needs by considering the number of families waiting for the availability of public housing, the condition

and marketability of the current housing stock, and by resident input. The waiting list for public housing and the Section 8 program provides a

glimpse into the community’s needs.

Another main need for public housing residents is modernized housing stock. While public housing offers economic benefits to the residents,
the facilities and amenities have become obsolete. For example, many apartments are without central heat and air, have very small appliances,
and are not energy efficient. The City of North Little Rock is essentially landlocked for development of affordable housing; therefore it is difficult

to acquire property outside of the current development locations. The current locations are not always the best place to redevelop the new

housing stock. Currently, one bedroom apartments are in high demand and hard to find. The stock was originally built to house larger families.

Totals in Use

Program Type
Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program

Housing

# of units vouchers in use 0 0 1,023 1,392 0 1,192 200 0 0

Table 22 - Public Housing by Program Type
*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Alternate Data Source Name:

North Little Rock Housing Authority

Data Source Comments: Figures shown above reflect total units/vouchers administered by the Housing Authority.

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 55

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)




North Little Rock

Public Housing and
Housing Choice Vouchers
Number of Units

[ Joto18
[ ] 19tode
I s0to 185
I 186 t0 302

303 to 540
“Tract 3205 is 3 parkand has no data

Source: 2015 HUD Data

Prapared Byt

o M

P METRAOFL AN

L | AMATT Fiath M MACTE SNEET FIATIA
s 52018

Public Housing/Housing Choice Voucher Units

Consolidated Plan

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

NORTH LITTLE ROCK

56



Characteristics of Residents

Program Type
Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family
Affairs Unification
Supportive Program
Housing
Average Annual Income 0 0 9,374 12,674 0 14,605 11,198 0
Average length of stay 0 0 4 0 0 6 0 0
Average Household size 0 0 1 2 0 2 1 0
# Homeless at admission 0 0 2 76 0 2 8 0
# of Elderly Program Participants
(>62) 0 0 231 192 0 173 19 0
# of Disabled Families 0 0 447 319 0 257 62 0
# of Families requesting
accessibility features 0 0 959 1,180 0 1,069 60 0
# of HIV/AIDS program
participants 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
# of DV victims 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Table 23 — Characteristics of Public Housing Residents by Program Type
Alternate Data Source Name:
North Little Rock Housing Authority
Data Source Comments:
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Race of Residents

Program Type
Race Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program

Housing
White 0 0 146 135 0 112 23 0 0
Black/African American 0 0 812 1,040 0 987 53 0 0
Asian 0 0 5 1 0 1 0 0 0
American Indian/Alaska
Native 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
Pacific Islander 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Alternate Data Source Name:
North Little Rock Housing Authority

Data Source Comments:

Ethnicity of Residents

Table 24 — Race of Public Housing Residents by Program Type

Program Type
Ethnicity Certificate Mod- Public Vouchers
Rehab Housing Total Project - Tenant - Special Purpose Voucher
based based Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program
Housing
Hispanic 0 0 11 15 0 15 0 0 0
Not Hispanic 0 0 959 1,166 0 1,090 76 0 0
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*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Table 25 - Ethnicity of Public Housing Residents by Program Type

Alternate Data Source Name:
North Little Rock Housing Authority

Data Source Comments:
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Section 504 Needs Assessment: Describe the needs of public housing tenants and applicants
on the waiting list for accessible units:

For the public housing program, there are currently 15 applicants self-identified as disabled on the
waiting list. However, none of the applicants have identified a special need or accommodation required
for a potential unit.

Most immediate needs of residents of Public Housing and Housing Choice voucher holders

As of June 2015, there were 136 applicants on the waiting list for public housing. Family types on the list
included elderly, near elderly (age 50), disabled, single female, and single male. The Section 8 waiting
list was exhausted in September 2014, and will possibly open for new applications in September

2016. Elderly and disabled individuals will once again be given a preference for the Section 8

program. All applications will be taken online.

An immediate need of public housing residents is updated stock and amenities (central heat/air, larger
energy efficient kitchen appliances) and enhanced security features. Immediate needs of voucher
holders are more housing stock and improved management of properties by the landlords.

Unsafe locations act as barriers to affordable housing for the elderly. The requirement to accommodate
younger residents in housing with older residents has decreased the number of elderly applicants. As a
result, an immediate housing need for the elderly population has been created. Strong consideration
must be given to ways to create more true “elderly only” locations.

How do these needs compare to the housing needs of the population at large

The population at large also seeks a more safe and secured housing environment similar to public
housing residents. Different from the population at large, private housing stock customarily has central
heat and air, and more modern amenities.

The landlord-tenant relationship in private housing is not as contentious as with the relationships in the
voucher program. It is not uncommon for the landlord to believe because the renter has a voucher, the
landlord is only required to maintain minimum standards to satisfy HQS standards.

Discussion

Public Housing — Many persons are on the waiting list. The housing stock is aging and amenities are
obsolete. It is not cost effective to retrofit many of the newer items that would make public housing
more attractive and comfortable. Crime in communities at large impacts the safety environment at
public housing. Public housing management uses all tools at its disposal to address the
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issues. However, residents of public housing have high expectations and less patience with the PHA's
efforts to implement changes. Furthermore, attempts at changes in the area of safety and security are
frequently met by opposition and seen as an assault on residents' personal rights.

Housing Choice Voucher - Waiting lists are long. Tenants are sometimes fearful of being evicted and/or
losing the voucher if a complaint is made about housing conditions.
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NA-40 Homeless Needs Assessment — 91.205(c)

Introduction:

The homeless needs assessment describes the extent of homelessness among various populations within the Little Rock/Central Arkansas CoC

area, which includes North Little Rock. Data for sheltered and unsheltered number of persons experiencing homelessness on a given night, and

the accompanying breakdown by race, was obtained from the 2015 Point in Time Count information. Data from the PIT is not available for
North Little Rock specifically, but is for the CoC's geographic area. The dataset and methodology used to generate the other estimates
shown are described below.

Homeless Needs Assessment

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

Population Estimate the # of persons Estimate the # Estimate the Estimate the # Estimate the #
experiencing homelessness experiencing # becoming exiting of days persons
on a given night homelessness homeless homelessness experience
each year each year each year homelessness

Unsheltered Sheltered

Persons in Households with Adult(s)

and Child(ren) 5 61 402 0 188 0

Persons in Households with Only

Children 0 2 0 0 0 0

Persons in Households with Only

Adults 334 428 1,926 0 905 0

Chronically Homeless Individuals 140 75 270 0 145 0

Chronically Homeless Families 2 3 10 0 5 0

Veterans 37 153 450 0 212 0

Unaccompanied Child 0 0 0 0 0 0

Persons with HIV 2 2 10 0 5 0

Table 26 - Homeless Needs Assessment
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Alternate Data Source Name:
COC/HMIS / PIT

Data Source Comments: 2015 Point in Time (PIT) Count Data and Reasonable Estimates extrapolated from Little Rock/Central Arkansas CoC HMIS Data

Indicate if the homeless population Has No Rural Homeless
is:

If data is not available for the categories "number of persons becoming and exiting homelessness each year," and "number of
days that persons experience homelessness," describe these categories for each homeless population type (including chronically
homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their families, and unaccompanied youth):

The Continuum of Care's Point in Time (PIT) Count provides counts on categories of at-risk populations. These categories include homeless
households with adult(s) and child(ren), households with only children, households with only adults, chronically homeless (has disability and has
either been homeless for twelve months or more, or has experienced at least four separate episodes of homelessness that equal at least 12
months within the last three years, (with each break in homelessness including at least 7 consecutive nights of not living in a safe haven
emergency shelter, or place not meant for human habitation), veterans, unaccompanied child (under age 18 and not part of a family household),
and persons with HIV. Data on rural homelessness was not available. The estimates above for number of sheltered and unsheltered persons
experiencing homelessness on a given night, and the racial/ethnic group breakdown shown below were taken from the PIT data. Not all
homeless service providers are in HMIS, so estimates shown above for the number of persons experiencing homelessness each year and the
number exiting homelessness each year are based on reasonable extrapolations of available data to include those programs not in HMIS. These
estimates are also based on sheltered homeless data, which would be the bulk of the homeless in the area. As stated earlier, all estimates on
homelessness are not particular to North Little Rock, but to the CoC area. Data was not available on the number of persons becoming homeless
each year or the number of days persons experience homelessness.
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Nature and Extent of Homelessness: (Optional)

Race: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional)

White 214 130
Black or African American 265 202
Asian 1 0
American Indian or Alaska

Native 1

Pacific Islander

Ethnicity: Sheltered: Unsheltered (optional)
Hispanic 51 14
Not Hispanic 440 325

Alternate Data Source Name:
COC/HMIS/PIT

Data Source
Comments: 2015 Point in Time (PIT) Count, Little Rock/Central Arkansas CoC

Estimate the number and type of families in need of housing assistance for families with
children and the families of veterans.

2015 PIT data reflected 66 homeless persons in families with children, 2 children under the age of 18 in
households with only children.

Data reflected 190 homeless veterans in households without children, and none in households with
children. Of the 190 veterans, 119 were male, and 71 were female.

Describe the Nature and Extent of Homelessness by Racial and Ethnic Group.

Race breakdown of the reported total 830 homeless persons (sheltered and unsheltered) indicated 344
White, 467 Black or African American, 15 of Multiple Races, 1 Asian, and 2 American Indian or Alaska
Native, and 1 Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.

Ethnicity breakdown of total homeless reflected 765 non-Hispanic, and 65 Hispanic.

Describe the Nature and Extent of Unsheltered and Sheltered Homelessness.

The 2015 PIT count reported a total of 830 homeless persons. Of those, 491 were in emergency or
transitional shelters, and 339 unsheltered. There were 215 chronically homeless individuals, 75
sheltered and 140 unsheltered. Fifty-eight of the chronically homeless persons were veterans. There
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were three persons in a chronically homeless family that were sheltered, and two persons in a
chronically homeless family that were unsheltered. There were four homeless persons with HIV, two
sheltered and two unsheltered. Eighty-seven homeless adults had a serious mental illness, and

55 suffered from a substance use disorder. Seventy-four homeless persons were victims of domestic
violence.

Discussion:

Of the 830 homeless persons reported from the 2015 Point in Time Count, 41% were unsheltered and
59% were sheltered. While there have been many positive accomplishments in eliminating
homelessness, there is still much to be done. Due to limited grant funding, the City provides support
through continued participation and collaboration with the Continuum of Care.
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NA-45 Non-Homeless Special Needs Assessment - 91.205 (b,d)

Introduction:

Non-homeless special needs are the housing needs of persons who are not homeless but require
supportive housing. This includes elderly, frail elderly (requires assistance with three or more daily
activities), persons with mental, physical, or developmental disabilities, persons with substance
addictions, victims of domestic violence/sexual assault, and persons with HIV/AIDS.

Describe the characteristics of special needs populations in your community:

HUD classifies the elderly category as 62 and older. Per 2008-2012 American Community Survey (ACS)
data, 9,674 or 15.4% of North Little Rock’s population meet that criteria. However, other statistical data
available through ACS for the elderly population is based on age 65 and older, and 7,978 or 12.7% of
NLR residents make up that category. Of those:

e 3,409 or 45% have a disability of some type

e 2,415 or 32% have an ambulatory difficulty

e 1,539 0r20.1% report an independent living difficulty

e 1,110 or 15% have a cognitive difficulty

e 792 or 10% have a self-care difficulty

e 53% live in family households, while 46% live alone

e 77% live in owner occupied units, and of these, 18% have a housing cost burden of 30% or more
o 23% live in rentals, and of these, 48% have a housing cost burden of 30% or more

e 23% are Veterans

Persons of any age with a disability total 9,525 or 15% of North Little Rock's population. Of these, 1,009
are under 18 years old, with 686 having a cognitive difficulty. There are 5,107 persons with a disability
in the 18-64 years old category, and 3,244 have an ambulatory difficulty, 1,866 have a cognitive difficulty
and 1,852 have an independent difficulty. As indicated above, 3,409 of these persons are over age 65.

According to 2012 Arkansas Traffic Crash Statistics prepared by the Arkansas State Police, there were
165 alcohol/drug related crashes in North Little Rock that year, with 3 fatalities and 78 injuries. This
data identifies the importance of supportive services and treatment programs for those persons with
alcohol or drug addiction. According to the National Coalition for the Homeless, substance abuse can

be a cause of homelessness. Addictive disorders disrupt families and can cause loss of employment. For
people already in debt, the onset of an addiction can cause them to lose their housing. Substance abuse
can also be a result of homelessness, as people often turn to drugs and alcohol to cope with their
situations. The 2015 Point in Time Count reported 55 homeless adults with a substance use disorder.
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According to state statistics provided by the Arkansas Coalition Against Domestic Violence, in 2014:

¢ 2,120 women entered domestic violence shelters
¢ 1,556 children entered shelters

¢ 9,500 crisis calls were placed

* 17,978 information calls were received

The 2015 Point in Time count reported 74 homeless persons who were victims of domestic violence.

According to the HIV Surveillance Report Arkansas, 2014, from the Arkansas Department of Health,
there were 146 new AIDS cases reported in the state in 2014, compared with 147 in 2013. In addition,
there were 283 new cases of HIV-non-AIDS reported, up from 224 in 2013. This data is not broken down
by city or county, but is divided into public health regions. In 2014, 42% of the new AIDS cases and 54%
of the new HIV-non-AlIDS cases were reported in the 7-county central region which includes Pulaski
County. The 2015 Point in Time Count reported 4 homeless adults with HIV.

What are the housing and supportive service needs of these populations and how are these
needs determined?

The housing and supportive service needs of these special needs populations are determined through
consultations and discussions with local service providers and include assistance with or provision of
meals, caretaker aid with daily activities such as walking, bathing, housekeeping, assistance with at-
home medical and prescription drug requirements, rehabilitation services, transportation services,
individual and group therapy, supervised treatment programs, counseling, legal assistance, job training,
clothing, assistance with housing repairs, and utility and rental assistance.

Discuss the size and characteristics of the population with HIV/AIDS and their families within
the Eligible Metropolitan Statistical Area:

The City of North Little Rock does not receive HOPWA funding.

Discussion:

Special needs populations have a wide array of supportive needs. While some may manage their
lifestyles on their own, most require assistance of some degree, whether it be through family and
friends, or through supportive housing, public services or facilities. As indicated above, for some of
these special needs categories, not receiving assistance may lead to homelessness.
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NA-50 Non-Housing Community Development Needs —91.215 (f)

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Facilities:

Needs were identified for public facilities including neighborhood parks, recreational and educational
areas as well as public service facilities providing assistance to youth, elderly, community based groups,
and the homeless.

How were these needs determined?

The City held several public hearings in regard to the Five Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan
and noted comments made by residents. Also, a survey was conducted asking citizens to rank the
priority needs of their neighborhoods. The survey was mailed to neighborhood leaders and other
interested parties, distributed at the public hearings, made available online on the City website, and
posted on Facebook. While the survey was not statistically reliable, it was a valuable tool that offered
insight into concerns and needs of the community. Various organizations, agencies, and nonprofits
were consulted. Citizen comments, survey results, and information gathered during consultations were
reviewed and considered by City staff in identifying needs.

Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Improvements:
Public improvement needs identified were street and drainage improvements and sidewalks.
How were these needs determined?

The City held several public hearings in regard to the Five Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan
and noted comments made by residents. Also, a survey was conducted asking citizens to rank the
priority needs of their neighborhoods. The survey was mailed to neighborhood leaders and other
interested parties, distributed at the public hearings, made available online on the City website, and
posted on Facebook. While the survey was not statistically reliable, it was a valuable tool that offered
insight into concerns and needs of the community. Several organizations and agencies were

consulted. Input from City departments such as Public Works and Engineering was also used to
determine need. Citizen comments, survey results, and information gathered during consultations were
reviewed and considered by City staff in identifying needs.
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Describe the jurisdiction’s need for Public Services:

A variety of public services are needed including those offering assistance with after school programs for
youth, healthy development for youth and adults, services for the elderly and disabled, substance
abuse and mental health treatment, and needs of the homeless.

How were these needs determined?

The City held several public hearings in regard to the Five Year Consolidated Plan and Annual Action Plan
and noted comments made by residents. Also, a survey was conducted asking citizens to rank the
priority needs of their neighborhoods. The survey was mailed to neighborhood leaders and other
interested parties, distributed at the public hearings, made available online on the City website, and
posted on Facebook. While the survey was not statistically reliable, it was a valuable tool that offered
insight into concerns and needs of the community. Numerous organizations, service providers and
nonprofits were consulted. Citizen comments, survey results, and information gathered during
consultations were reviewed and considered by City staff in identifying needs.
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Housing Market Analysis

MA-05 Overview

Housing Market Analysis Overview:

The Market Analysis is used to provide a clear picture of area conditions to determine the effects on
affordable housing. Most of the data tables in this section were pre-populated by HUD with its latest
available information from sources such as the American Community Survey (ACS) and Comprehensive
Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS). This analysis along with the earlier needs assessment provided
the basis for the Strategic Plan and the programs and projects chosen to be administered.

The Market Analysis section outlines significant characteristics of the housing market, including the
supply, demand, condition and cost of housing. Also reviewed is the state of public and assisted
housing, facilities, housing and services for the homeless, special need facilities and services, and
barriers to affordable housing.
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MA-10 Number of Housing Units — 91.210(a)&(b)(2)

Introduction

According to the 2008-2012 ACS data below, in North Little Rock, there were a total of 29,376 residential
properties. The majority of residential units, 69% or 20,312, were single family, one unit structures, and
29% or 8,522 were structures with two or more units. Two percent of residences fell in the category
including mobile homes, boats, RV’s, and vans. There were 25,910 total households, indicating 3,466
vacant units or lots. Additional research of ACS data indicates the ownership vacancy rate was 3.6% and
the rental vacancy rate 9.2%. Owners made up 52% or 13,499 of households and renters accounted for
48% or 12,411 of households. Even with the assumption that the majority of 8,522 multi-family units
were available to renters, with 12,411 renter households, this data would indicate roughly 3,900 renter

households were living in single family, one unit structures.

All residential properties by number of units

Property Type Number %
1-unit detached structure 20,005 68%
1-unit, attached structure 307 1%
2-4 units 2,892 10%
5-19 units 3,651 12%
20 or more units 1,979 7%
Mobile Home, boat, RV, van, etc 542 2%
Total 29,376 100%
Table 27 — Residential Properties by Unit Number

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments:
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North Little Rock
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Unit Size by Tenure
Owners Renters
Number % Number %
No bedroom 17 0% 589 5%
1 bedroom 75 1% 2745 22%
2 bedrooms 2204 16% 5479 44%
3 or more bedrooms 11203 83% 3598 29%
Total 13499 100% 12411 100%
Table 28 — Unit Size by Tenure
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments:
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City of
North Little Rock
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HUD Assisted Map Notes

The above HUD Assisted Map reflects Public Housing, Housing Choice Voucher, Section 202, and Section
811 properties.

Describe the number and targeting (income level/type of family served) of units assisted with
federal, state, and local programs.

Current data obtained from the North Little Rock Housing Authority indicates that they operate 1,023
public housing units and currently all PHA units are assisted with federal funds. The public housing
inventory consists of four elderly/disabled developments and four family sites. The targeted families are
low and very low income. The HA manages 1,392 vouchers. Affordablehousing.com reflects 204 units in
Section 202 properties, targeted to elderly, and 11 units in section 811 properties, targeted to the
disabled. Also noted are 685 units in LIHTC developments.
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Provide an assessment of units expected to be lost from the affordable housing inventory for
any reason, such as expiration of Section 8 contracts.

We do not expect a loss of units from the PHA inventory.

Does the availability of housing units meet the needs of the population?

In the owner category, 83% or 11,203 of households had 3 or more bedrooms, 16% or 2,204 had 2
bedrooms, and 1% or 92 had one or no bedroom. For renters, 29% or 3,598 had 3 or more bedrooms,
44% or 5,479 had two bedrooms, 22% or 2,745 had one bedroom, and 5% or 589 had no bedroom, such
as in a studio apartment. Additional ACS data indicates average household size of an owner occupied
unit at 2.43 and average household size of a renter occupied unit at 2.37.

Out of 25,910 households, 8,816 are single person households. Of the single person households, 2,302
are occupied by seniors age 65 years old and over. With owner households, 3,644 or 27% are one
person households, 5,845 or 43% are two person, 1,984 or 15% are three person, and 2,038 or 15% are
four or more person. With renters, 5,175 or 42% are one person households, 3,599 or 29% are two
person, 1,526 or 12% are three person, and 2,122 or 17% are four or more person.

The availability of housing units does not always meet the needs of the population as described below.
Describe the need for specific types of housing:

The large percentage of single person and two person households indicates a need for more one and
two bedroom units. As indicated above, North Little Rock has 8,816 single person households, but
based on the total number of residential units available, there are only 3,973 studio/one bedroom units
available. The City has 9,431 two person households, and 8,898 two bedroom units available. While
some households enjoy having an extra bedroom for storage or office use, cost burdened families would
likely seek smaller affordable units. If the unit size they require based on family size is not available,
they may be forced to step up to a larger size unit, thereby increasing their cost burden.

The North Little Rock Housing Authority has noticed a trend in public housing toward a demand for
smaller units in walkable communities. Families desire to be close to transportation and services. Public
Housing renters are small families with low and very low incomes. Rental stock is more in demand than
that of units for purchase, and smaller units (one and two bedrooms) are in the biggest demand.
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Discussion

As is the case with many cities across the nation, the major portion of North Little Rock’s housing was
built between 1950 and 1990. Construction of housing units has decreased sharply since that time. The
City has been somewhat landlocked for a number of years, hampering growth by new

development. There continues to be the need to upgrade existing housing stock and to find and
undertake ways to augment housing built in past decades to meet the housing needs of our citizens

today.
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MA-15 Housing Market Analysis: Cost of Housing - 91.210(a)

Introduction

The median home value in North Little Rock in 2000 was $75,100. By 2012, it had increased 60% to

$120,000. Over the same period, the median contract rent increased 47% from $388 to $569. Median
income increased from $35,578 to $39,558, only 11%, during this period. Median is the value at which
half of the amounts in the dataset are above and half are below.

The need to preserve and develop affordable housing for both homeowners and renters continues as
the rate of increase in home prices and contract rents has tracked significantly higher than the increase

in median incomes in the community over the past several years.

Cost of Housing

Base Year: 2000 Most Recent Year: 2012 % Change
Median Home Value 75,100 120,000 60%
Median Contract Rent 388 569 47%
Table 29 - Cost of Housing
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments: 2008-2012 ACS FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT
Rent Paid Number %
Less than $500 5126 41%
$500-999 6750 54%
$1,000-1,499 433 3%
$1,500-1,999 71 1%
$2,000 or more 31 0%
Total 12411 100%

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 CHAS

Table 30 - Rent Paid

Data Source Comments: 2008-2012 CHAS FROM CPD MAPS FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT

Consolidated Plan

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

NORTH LITTLE ROCK

77



North Little Rock

Median Home Value*
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Median Home Values
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City of
North Little Rock

Median Contract Rent

[ ]|s228t0 5428
[ ]s429t0 5479
[ 480t 5580
B 552110 5778
B 5770 to 5944
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American Community Survey {ACS) 2512018
Median Rents Paid
Housing Affordability
% Units affordable to Households Renter Owner
earning
30% HAMFI 1040 No Data
50% HAMFI 3600 1530
80% HAMFI 8915 3845
100% HAMFI No Data 5340
Total 13555 10715
Table 31 - Housing Affordability
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 CHAS
Data Source Comments: 2008-2012 CHAS DATA FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT
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Monthly Rent

Monthly Rent ($) Efficiency (no | 1Bedroom | 2 Bedroom | 3 Bedroom | 4 Bedroom
bedroom)

Fair Market Rent 526 598 667 893 922

High HOME Rent 566 645 717 961 993

Low HOME Rent 546 585 701 903 903

Alternate Data Source Name:
2012 HUD FMR and HOME Rents

Data Source Comments:

Table 32 — Monthly Rent

City of

[ Jowto238%

North Little Rock

Percent Rental Units
affordable to 30% HAMFI*

[7]2.39% 14.51%
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Source: 2008-2012 US Census Bureau -
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North Little Rock

Percent Owner Units
affordable to 50% HAMFI*

[ ]o.00%to 5.20%
[ ]521%to0 17.70%
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I 20.31% to 46.84%

Source: 2008-2012 US Census Bureau - [ A LD T
American Community Survey (ACS) and HUD CHAS Data o 2/5/2018
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%0wner Affordable 50% HAMFI

Is there sufficient housing for households at all income levels?

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) defines low to moderate income
households as those with incomes below 80% of median. HUD further defines extremely low
income (up to 30% of median), low income (30-50% of median), and moderate income (50-80% of
median). As would be expected, residents at the lowest income levels have the least options when
attempting to provide housing for their families. As indicated in table 30 above, households at 30%
HAMFI have the most limited choices, with just 8% of rental units and no reported owner units being
affordable to this category. Since the only option available to households at this income level is renting,
the limited affordable options may force them to move up to a higher level/amount of contract rent,
which will create a cost burden for them. For households at 50% HAMFI, options are limited as well,
with only 27% of reported rental units and 14% of homes for sale being affordable. As would be
expected, households at 80% HAMFI have more options, with 66% of reported units affordable to
renters, and 36% of homes affordable to homebuyers.
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How is affordability of housing likely to change considering changes to home values and/or
rents?

Increases to home values and/or fair market rents will cause housing to become less affordable as
incomes earned have not kept pace. As indicated above, in the period from 2000 to 2012, median home
values went up 60% and median rents rose by 47%. As shown in the Housing Needs Assessment

section of this plan, median income increased only 11% over the same period.

How do HOME rents / Fair Market Rent compare to Area Median Rent? How might this
impact your strategy to produce or preserve affordable housing?

Per the 2012 data provided, all levels of HOME rents and Fair Market Rents except those for efficiency
(no bedroom) were higher than the 2012 Area Median Rent reported. Fair Market Rents fell below Low
HOME rents in the efficiency, 2BR and 3BR categories, and between Low and High HOME rents in the
1BR and 4BR categories. While it is probable that the development of new market rate rental units
would increase the Area Median Rent, it is presumed likely that the amount would remain in the Fair
Market rent range. Continued funding for programs offered by our public housing authority is needed
to provide rental assistance programs as well as preservation and new development of affordable rental
units, and continued CDBG and HOME funded rehabilitation programs are needed to assist low and
moderate income owner households with remaining in their affordable homes.

Discussion

Area incomes are not keeping pace with the market cost of housing. As a result, many households are
cost burdened (paying more than 30% or their income towards housing costs), or severely cost
burdened (paying more than 50% of their income towards housing costs.) The inability of lower income
households to qualify for mortgage financing or contract rent limits their housing choices.
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MA-20 Housing Market Analysis: Condition of Housing — 91.210(a)

Introduction

The Condition of Housing section of the Housing Market Analysis highlights significant characteristics of
the existing housing supply. The Condition of Units table below displays the number of housing units
based on the number of "conditions" reported on each unit. Selected conditions are:

lacks complete plumbing facilities
lacks complete kitchen facilities
more than one person per room
cost burden greater than 30%

i

This housing market analysis also considers the age of housing stock in the City, lead-based paint

hazards, and vacancies.

Definitions

For the purpose of this Plan, Standard Condition is defined as a property which meets minimum local
codes standards. The City's Nuisance Abatement and Property Maintenance Code legislates minimum
requirements on residential structures. Substandard Condition but Suitable for Rehabilitation is defined
as a housing unit that does not currently meet local code standards, but is structurally sound and can be
brought up to code for less than replacement cost.

Condition of Units

Condition of Units Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
With one selected Condition 2684 20% 6169 50%
With two selected Conditions 84 1% 343 3%
With three selected Conditions 0 0% 37 0%
With four selected Conditions 0 0% 0 0%
No selected Conditions 10731 79% 5862 47%
Total 13499 100% 12411 100%
Table 33 - Condition of Units
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments: 2008-2012 ACS FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT.
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Year Unit Built

Year Unit Built

Owner-Occupied

Renter-Occupied

Number % Number %
2000 or later 668 5% 1779 14%
1980-1999 2174 16% 2899 23%
1950-1979 9070 67% 5899 48%
Before 1950 1587 12% 1834 15%
Total 13499 100% 100%

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard

Table 34 — Year Unit Built

2008-2012 ACS FROM CPD MAPS TARGET REPORT

Risk of Lead-Based Paint Hazard Owner-Occupied Renter-Occupied
Number % Number %
Total Number of Units Built Before 1980 10,657 79% 7,733 62%
Housing Units build before 1980 with children present 345 3% 800 6%
Table 35 — Risk of Lead-Based Paint
Data Source:  2008-2012 ACS (Total Units) 2008-2012 CHAS (Units with Children present)
Vacant Units
Suitable for Not Suitable for Total
Rehabilitation Rehabilitation
Vacant Units 0 0 0
Abandoned Vacant Units 0 0 0
REO Properties 0 0 0
Abandoned REO Properties 0 0 0
Table 36 - Vacant Units
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments: Data source indicates 3,466 vacant units; however, breakdown not available for Suitable/Not suitable for
Rehabilitation, Abandoned Vacant Units, REO Properties, Abandoned REO Properties
Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK 84

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)




City of
North Little Rock

Percent Vacant Housing*
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American Community Survey {ACS) 2512018

% Vacant Housing

Need for Owner and Rental Rehabilitation

In North Little Rock, 34% of total households reported one of the above selected conditions. When
broken out by tenure, for units with one reported condition, 20% of owner occupied and 50% of renter
occupied households fell in this category. Roughly 2% or 427 households reported two

conditions. Thirty-seven renter households reported three conditions. No households reported four
conditions.

Seventy-one percent of North Little Rock households live in housing stock built prior to 1980. Thirteen
percent of housing was built prior to 1950. As existing housing stock ages and housing values

decline, housing originally built for homeownership is often converted to rental property. Older
neighborhoods often become home to lower income households. Data also indicates 3,466 vacant
units, and although there is no data available to specify how many of those are abandoned or blighted,
it could be assumed that a substantial number were in need of rehabilitation.
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Estimated Number of Housing Units Occupied by Low or Moderate Income Families with LBP
Hazards

The use of lead based paint was banned in 1978. For the purposes of this plan, available data of the
number of units built before 1980 and occupied by households with children serves as a baseline of
units that contain lead-based paint hazards. This data indicates 18,390 of the 25,910 housing units in
North Little Rock were built prior to 1980. By tenure, 79% of owner occupied units and 62% of rental
units were built prior to 1980. Children below the age of six are present in 345 or 3% of owner occupied
units and 800 or 6% of renter occupied units built during this time.

Discussion

Data indicates that the areas where the predominance of extremely low income households are located
are also the areas where older homes are located, as well as where there is a majority of rental housing
versus owner occupied housing. Disinvestment in these older neighborhoods leads to

deterioration. We find our efforts in assisting and supporting housing programs for low and moderate
income persons must continue. While housing assistance efforts of the past are applauded and housing
efforts to produce more affordable and energy efficient housing are deemed essential, we realize fully
that a gap remains between what has been accomplished and what is still needed.
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MA-25 Public and Assisted Housing — 91.210(b)

Introduction

The North Little Rock Housing Authority's mission is to promote adequate and affordable housing, economic opportunity, and a suitable living
environment free from discrimination. The NLRHA utilizes management tools and input from residents to assess the condition and marketability

of current housing.

Totals Number of Units

Program Type
Certificate Mod-Rehab Public Vouchers
Housing Total Project -based Tenant -based Special Purpose Voucher
Veterans Family Disabled
Affairs Unification *
Supportive Program
Housing
# of units vouchers
available 2,065 2,738 1,192 870 0 0

# of accessible units

*includes Non-Elderly Disabled, Mainstream One-Year, Mainstream Five-year, and Nursing Home Transition

Alternate Data Source Name:
North Little Rock Housing Authority
Data Source Comments:
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North Little Rock

Public Housing and
Housing Choice Vouchers
Number of Units
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Public Housing / Voucher Units
Describe the supply of public housing developments:

Describe the number and physical condition of public housing units in the jurisdiction, including those that are participating in an
approved Public Housing Agency Plan:
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The North Little Rock Housing Authority operates 1023 public housing units and manages 1392 vouchers. The public housing inventory consists
of four elderly/disabled developments, and four family sites. The elderly/disabled sites are high-rise developments, while the family sites are
row type houses. The sites were developed during the 1940s-1980s. Some of the properties are obsolete; many of the amenities are out of date

and not attractive enough to compete with private industry housing. However, responsive maintenance, management, and affordable rents
keep the units in demand for low and very low income families.
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Public Housing Condition

Public Housing Development Average Inspection Score
Campus Towers 92
Eastgate Terrace 86
Hemlock Courts 92
Heritage House 98
S. W. Bowker 98
Silver City Courts 82
Willow House 92
Windemere Hills 90

Table 38 - Public Housing Condition

Describe the restoration and revitalization needs of public housing units in the jurisdiction:

The Housing Authority is aware of the need to substantially rehabilitate or reconstruct the public
housing stock. The older stock is obsolete and some are located in environmentally unattractive
areas. The most immediate need is updated stock and amenities, including central heat and air, larger
energy efficient kitchen appliances, and enhanced security features.

Describe the public housing agency's strategy for improving the living environment of low-
and moderate-income families residing in public housing:

The North Little Rock Housing Authority performed physical needs assessments to determine the
feasibility of rehabilitation or reconstruction of properties under the Rental Assistance Demonstration
(RAD) program. RAD is a central part of HUD's rental housing preservation strategy, which works to
preserve the nation's stock of deeply affordable rental housing, promote efficiency within and among
HUD programs, and build strong, stable communities. An application was submitted for the entire
agency portfolio. The Authority received "Commitment to enter into a Housing Assistance Payment
contract" (CHAP) awards for Heritage House/S.W. Bowker, Silver City, Willow House/Campus Towers,
and Windemere Hills. The agency has undertaken preliminary steps for a Silver City Courts
improvement project.

Discussion:

The North Little Rock Housing Authority's needs and strategies were developed by utilizing tools that
monitor and track Authority activities, by obtaining comments and suggestions from residents, and by
an analysis of both funding opportunities and constraints.
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MA-30 Homeless Facilities and Services — 91.210(c)

Introduction

The City of North Little Rock is an active member of the Little Rock/Central Arkansas Continuum of Care. The HUD data cited as the alternate
source below is based on the entire Continuum of Care's reported numbers. There were 120 overflow/voucher emergency beds reported as
well, but not reflected in the chart below due to unavailability of a breakdown by the categories listed. In addition, 50 Rapid Re-Housing beds
were reported for Veterans, with 24 for households with adult and child, and 26 for adult only. In the Other Permanent Housing Category, which
consists of PH-Housing with Services (no disability required for entry) and PH-Housing Only, 328 total beds were reported with 11 for households
with adult and child, and 317 for adult only. Of the total 328 beds, 300 were dedicated to serve homeless veterans and their families.

Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households

Emergency Shelter Beds

Transitional
Housing Beds

Permanent Supportive Housing
Beds

Year Round Beds
(Current & New)

Voucher /
Seasonal /
Overflow Beds

Current & New

Current & New Under
Development

Households with Adult(s) and

Child(ren) 133 0 72 307 0
Households with Only Adults 331 0 269 248 0
Chronically Homeless Households 0 0 0 0 0
Veterans 58 0 113 0 0
Unaccompanied Youth 0 0 14 0 0
Table 39 - Facilities and Housing Targeted to Homeless Households

Alternate Data Source Name:
COC /HMIS / PIT
Data Source Comments: HUD 2015 Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs Housing Inventory Count Report
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Describe mainstream services, such as health, mental health, and employment services to the
extent those services are used to complement services targeted to homeless persons

Homeless service providers offer a variety of services such as housing, meals, food pantries, clothing,
transportation, case management, counseling, job and life skills training. They are continually
developing a network and referral system to meet the needs of their clients. Homeless

providers coordinate the services they offer with those from mainstream providers, including legal aid,
job training, employment services, housing and financial counseling, and healthcare. Many mainstream
professionals, such as doctors, nurses, and dentists, volunteer their services for the benefit of the
homeless.

List and describe services and facilities that meet the needs of homeless persons, particularly
chronically homeless individuals and families, families with children, veterans and their
families, and unaccompanied youth. If the services and facilities are listed on screen SP-40
Institutional Delivery Structure or screen MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services,
describe how these facilities and services specifically address the needs of these populations.

BCD, Inc. - emergency shelter, permanent and permanent supportive housing, treatment, prevention
and intervention programes, life skills and career training

Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System - emergency shelter, permanent housing, transitional
housing, residential rehabilitation programs, case management, service for mentally ill and those with
substance abuse disorders

Family Promise of Pulaski County - transitional housing for homeless families with children, meals,
transportation, case management

Gaines House - transitional housing for homeless women, supervised environment, meals, life skills
training

Get Yourself Together (GYST) Housing Program - permanent and transitional housing, substance abuse
treatment programs, legal assistance

Immerse Arkansas - transitional living program for foster youth, support and guidance programs for
transition to adulthood

Little Rock Community Mental Health Center - permanent and permanent supportive housing,
behavioral health services

Little Rock Compassion Center - emergency shelter, meals, food pantry, clothing, educational program

Our House - emergency shelter, transitional housing, permanent housing, children's programs,
workforce and education programs, group therapy, transportation, clothing
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River City Ministry - permanent supportive housing, food pantry, hot meals, spiritual counseling,
drug/alcohol rehab, medical, dental, vision, and pharmacy services, day resources

Salvation Army - emergency shelter, soup kitchen, clothes
Sober Living - VA transitional housing, drug and alcohol abuse treatment

St. Francis House - transitional housing, rapid rehousing for veterans, food, clothing, prescription drug

assistance, health clinic

Union Rescue Mission - emergency shelter, transitional work program, domestic violence, drug and
alcohol recovery

Women and Children First - emergency shelter for domestic violence victims, permanent and
transitional housing, food, clothing, linens, hygiene items
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MA-35 Special Needs Facilities and Services — 91.210(d)

Introduction

Special Needs facilities and services assist categories of persons (see listing below) who are not
homeless, but who require supportive housing and programs.

Including the elderly, frail elderly, persons with disabilities (mental, physical, developmental),
persons with alcohol or other drug addictions, persons with HIV/AIDS and their families,
public housing residents and any other categories the jurisdiction may specify, and describe
their supportive housing needs

The supportive housing needs of these categories of special needs populations are varied. See section
MA-30 of this Plan for a listing which includes supportive housing providers who are members of the
area Continuum of Care. Other nonprofits and service providers are listed below, along with some of
the needs they address for the special needs groups in our community:

Carelink — assists elderly, frail elderly, and their caregivers by providing resources and information on
programs such as Meals on Wheels for homebound seniors, HomeCare (help with personal and daily
needs), respite care, caregiver counseling, Medicare prescription drug counseling, and legal assistance

Recovery Centers of Arkansas — assists persons with substance abuse treatment, including a residential
treatment program, an outpatient treatment program, a chemical free recovery residence/housing
program, a veterans’ administration housing program, court liaison and transportation services

Arkansas Aids Foundation - provides Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS (HOPWA) rental
and/or utility assistance for eligible individuals, along with referrals for many other supportive services
in order to reduce the risks of homelessness and increase access to appropriate healthcare (The City of
North Little Rock does not receive HOPWA funding.)

North Little Rock Housing Authority - public housing inventory includes four developments for the
elderly and disabled

Describe programs for ensuring that persons returning from mental and physical health
institutions receive appropriate supportive housing

Again, see MA-30 for a listing of facilities and support programs offered in this CoC area. The Continuum
of Care has identified the need for discharge planning and rapid re-housing strategies to ensure that
persons returning from mental and physical health institutions receive appropriate supportive

housing. Programs offered include community intervention assistance such as in-home provision of
services; rehabilitative day services which help clients improve management of their illnesses and learn
effective daily living, coping and social skills; and residential support and housing programs.
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Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to undertake during the next year to address
the housing and supportive services needs identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with
respect to persons who are not homeless but have other special needs. Link to one-year
goals. 91.315(e)

For FY2016, the City plans to continue its housing rehabilitation programs which include homeowner
emergency housing repairs and provision of wheelchair ramps for income eligible residents, including
the elderly, to help them preserve their homes so they may continue to reside in them. The City will
continue providing support to our CHDO, the Pulaski Neighborhood Alliance For Habitat (PCNAH), for
their projects to construct new affordable housing. The City also plans to fund CareLink's Meals on
Wheels program, which provides meals to senior citizens. These activities are reflected in the affordable
housing and public service goals in our Strategic Plan and FY 2016 Annual Action Plan.

For entitlement/consortia grantees: Specify the activities that the jurisdiction plans to
undertake during the next year to address the housing and supportive services needs
identified in accordance with 91.215(e) with respect to persons who are not homeless but
have other special needs. Link to one-year goals. (91.220(2))

As stated above, Affordable Housing goal related activities include rehabilitation, wheelchair ramps, and
new construction. Public Service goal related activities include funding for Meals on Wheels for
seniors. These goals and activities are reflected in our FY2016 Annual Action Plan.
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MA-40 Barriers to Affordable Housing — 91.210(e)

Negative Effects of Public Policies on Affordable Housing and Residential Investment

There are no known negative effects of public policies on affordable housing and residential
investment. Development regulations for the City of North Little Rock were reviewed to determine
whether or not they revealed any barriers to affordable housing. Zoning ordinances, development
codes, and public policies were examined to reveal any current ordinances or policies that impede fair
housing choice. The City’s land development codes and zoning regulations address affordable housing
and the provision of making allowances through the code to allow construction of a variety of types of
housing, including single family and multifamily housing. Regulations allow unrelated persons to reside
in a single family structure and have adequate provisions for group homes and special needs
populations.

While the zoning and development policies for the City do not provide incentives for developers to
increase the production of affordable housing, and do not provide for reduced fees or expedited
permitting and zoning to affordable housing providers, the City has continued to make strides in
streamlining the overall development process by encouraging preliminary reviews to expedite the
permitting process, and implementing a “One-Stop Shop” for swift issuance of permits.
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MA-45 Non-Housing Community Development Assets — 91.215 (f)

Introduction

The Non-Housing Community Development Assets section is used to analyze the economic condition of our jurisdiction. It also includes a review

of employment and educational attainment data which compares the abilities of the local workforce to the staffing needs of local businesses.

Economic Development Market Analysis

Business Activity

Business by Sector Number of Number of Jobs Share of Workers Share of Jobs Jobs less workers
Workers % % %

Agriculture, Mining, Oil & Gas Extraction 110 44 0 0 0
Arts, Entertainment, Accommodations 3227 5188 12 13 3
Construction 1561 2192 6 6 0
Education and Health Care Services 7234 5541 26 16 -10
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 2082 1805 8 5 -3
Information 698 385 3 1 -2
Manufacturing 1814 1995 7 6 -1
Other Services 1149 1178 4 3 -1
Professional, Scientific, Management Services 2344 2474 9 7 -2
Public Administration 1649 0 6 0 -6
Retail Trade 3456 6217 13 18 5
Transportation and Warehousing 1382 2996 5 9 4
Wholesale Trade 840 3889 3 11 8
Total 27546 33904 - - -

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:
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Labor Force

Total Population in the Civilian Labor Force 30,149
Civilian Employed Population 16 years and

over 27,546
Unemployment Rate 8.63
Unemployment Rate for Ages 16-24 26.12
Unemployment Rate for Ages 25-65 5.58

Table 41 - Labor Force

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

City of
North Little Rock

Unemployment Percentage*

[ ]110%to290%
[ ]291%to 6.60%

I 6.61% t012.80%
I 12.319% to 20.60%

“Tract 3205 1= 3 parkand has no data

I 2061% to 30.00% A
N
2

Source: 2008-2012 US Census Bureau - L TrET

American Community Survey (ACS)

Prepared Byt

P METRAOFL AN

SMAFT PLASH M MACTE SNOFT FIATES

Percent Unemployment

Consolidated Plan NORTH LITTLE ROCK

OMB Control No: 2506-0117 (exp. 07/31/2015)

98




Occupations by Sector Number of People

Management, business and financial 5660
Farming, fisheries and forestry occupations 1012
Service 3153
Sales and office 7177
Construction, extraction, maintenance and

repair 2039
Production, transportation and material

moving 1788

Table 42 — Occupations by Sector
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

Travel Time

Travel Time Number Percentage

< 30 Minutes 22,429 83%
30-59 Minutes 3,818 14%
60 or More Minutes 653 2%
Total 26,900 100%

Table 43 - Travel Time
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

Education:

Educational Attainment by Employment Status (Population 16 and Older)

Educational Attainment In Labor Force
Civilian Employed Unemployed Not in Labor
Force
Less than high school graduate 1340 453 1195
High school graduate (includes
equivalency) 6219 739 2995
Some college or Associate's degree 8026 529 2857
Bachelor's degree or higher 7560 152 1250
Table 44 - Educational Attainment by Employment Status
Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS
Data Source Comments:
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Educational Attainment by Age

Age
18-24yrs | 25-34yrs | 35-44yrs | 45-65yrs 65+ yrs

Less than 9th grade 129 189 90 473 742
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 808 831 534 871 989
High school graduate, GED, or

alternative 1708 2797 2608 4609 2941
Some college, no degree 2009 2489 2358 4467 1560
Associate's degree 243 848 366 961 200
Bachelor's degree 305 1999 1521 233 992
Graduate or professional degree 23 879 576 1358 557

Table 45 - Educational Attainment by Age

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

Educational Attainment — Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months

Educational Attainment

Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months

Less than high school graduate 15939
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 22113
Some college or Associate's degree 31541
Bachelor's degree 40482
Graduate or professional degree 54419

Table 46 — Median Earnings in the Past 12 Months

Alternate Data Source Name:
2008-2012 ACS

Data Source Comments:

Based on the Business Activity table above, what are the major employment sectors within

your jurisdiction?

The Education and Health Care Services sector and Retail Trade sector are the major employment

sectors in the City of North Little Rock.

Describe the workforce and infrastructure needs of the business community:

North Little Rock employers in all sectors continue to struggle with finding entry and middle skill level

employees who possess basic workplace competencies. Communication, customer service, conflict

resolution, and teamwork are areas which employers indicate are in short supply with many applicants

who are otherwise employable. Most employers indicate a willingness to train new-hires for company-
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specific skills but prospective employees with inherent and proven soft skills are becoming harder to
find. This particular workforce need can be addressed through short-term employability training
programs.

Describe any major changes that may have an economic impact, such as planned local or
regional public or private sector investments or initiatives that have affected or may affect
job and business growth opportunities during the planning period. Describe any needs for
workforce development, business support or infrastructure these changes may create.

Two key developments in North Little Rock are the $60 million expansion and relocation of Ben E. Keith
Mid-South and the new $24 million Central Arkansas Veterans Home. Both of these projects will result
in new demand for qualified employees, and will require significant new-hire and incumbent worker
training. The Ben E. Keith location will create a large number of new positions requiring highly-skilled
technicians to manage and operate their new state-of-the-art warehousing and distribution

operation. Completion of their new distribution center is anticipated in spring of 2017. The U. S.
Department of Commerce's Economic Development Administration (EDA) has approved an application
for a $1.5 million EDA investment to purchase generators and other equipment to make energy related
infrastructure improvements that will add capacity to serve this facility and also other existing and
future businesses in the area. Aided by federal and state funding, the Veterans Home is scheduled for
completion by late 2016 or early 2017. Many new positions will be created for nursing and allied health
clinicians.

As part of its continuing efforts to aggressively pursue economic development prospects and foster an
environment that is welcoming to new businesses, the City is a strong supporter of the Arkansas
Regional Innovation Hub. The Hub is a nonprofit organization located in the Argenta district of
downtown North Little Rock. It is dedicated to creating a collaborative system that mobilizes resources,
programs, and educational opportunities necessary to develop, attract, and retain talent, in order

to boost entrepreneurship and build the economy.

The City also supports the Argenta Downtown Council (ADC), which is committed to providing an
environment for economic development to occur by supporting local business and developing programs
to create secure, well-managed and welcoming areas. The ADC served as ambassador to stakeholders
and business owners during development of the Argenta District Master Plan which was adopted by the
City for the downtown area. The plan has established a model for how North Little Rock can revitalize
other aging districts in a way that is environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable.

In late 2013, Metroplan, in conjunction with the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), announced that the City would receive Jump Start Planning Grants for two neighborhoods, Levy
and Park Hill. These areas were selected by the Imagine Central Arkansas Partners (ICAP) to

receive federal funding, which provided individual consultant-led planning assistance to build specific
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redevelopment plans that include market analyses, form based development codes, and guidance on
infrastructure investments. Jump Start identifies development patterns that can generate more tax
revenue and fewer public expenses per acre, making areas more sustainable over time.

How do the skills and education of the current workforce correspond to employment
opportunities in the jurisdiction?

North Little Rock (along with the entire central Arkansas region) is experiencing a shortage of
prospective employees with middle skills in all sectors. Advanced manufacturing, hospitality, steel
fabrication / welding, health care, and information services sectors all have difficulty achieving adequate
staffing levels to match market demands. Fewer residents are choosing technical training (less than a
four-year degree) despite the excellent career and earnings potential associated with becoming a well-
trained specialist in any of those high demand sectors.

Describe any current workforce training initiatives, including those supported by Workforce
Investment Boards, community colleges and other organizations. Describe how these efforts
will support the jurisdiction's Consolidated Plan.

In 2012, the North Little Rock School District began the process of rebuilding the district through a
massive capital improvements project that was a combination of new construction, renovations and
consolidation of facilities. This state of the art education community will provide equal opportunities
and resources for learning for all North Little Rock students. North Little Rock School District and Pulaski
Technical College in North Little Rock are partnering to provide career-readiness training with seamless
transition from middle school through the Associate Degree level. Beginning in the fall of 2016, the
school district will begin offering introductory classes related to advanced manufacturing. Those classes
align with and directly articulate to the college-level industrial technology degree and career pathways
at the college. By exposing the concepts and benefits of skilled trade options to students at the middle
school and high school level, higher numbers of high school and college graduates from these programs
are likely to pursue careers in these fields. In subsequent years, additional curricular areas will be
offered, including transportation, distribution, and logistics.

Pulaski Technical College participates in the Career Pathways Initiative Program which is a statewide
initiative providing financial assistance and support to eligible parents wishing to increase their
education in order to pursue high-demand/high wage careers. The program is designed to target
workforce needs in this area and to provide services which improve employment and prospects for low
income adults. Pulaski Tech administers Veterans Upward Bound, which is a federally funded program
designed to assist qualified veterans in achieving their academic goals by helping to prepare them to
apply to a postsecondary school.

The Central Arkansas Planning and Development District (CAPDD) manages the Arkansas Workforce
Centers for a six-county area in Central Arkansas. Pulaski County's Workforce Center is located in North
Little Rock. CAPDD operates the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) program, funded by
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the Arkansas Department of Workforce Services, which provides core, intensive and training services to
adults, dislocated workers, and youth.

The Arkansas Regional Innovation Hub's Innovation Center in North Little Rock has four components:
The Launch Pad, which is a makerspace with cutting edge equipment and technology; The STEAM Lab,
which is a Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) classroom and laboratory; The Silver
Mine, which is a co-working space for entrepreneurs and start-up incubation; and The Art Connection,
which is a work program for high school students that develops leadership and innovation through
hands-on training in the visual arts industry.

Does your jurisdiction participate in a Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy
(CEDS)?

Yes

If so, what economic development initiatives are you undertaking that may be coordinated
with the Consolidated Plan? If not, describe other local/regional plans or initiatives that
impact economic growth.

Economic and community development opportunities outlined in the Central Arkansas Planning and
Development District, Inc. (CAPDD) 2009 Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy include:

e Assist in the creation of and expansion of available jobs at existing industrial facilities; upgrade
skill levels and wages offered by industrial firms.

e Promote industrial development and job expansion within area growth centers.

e Continue to pursue development and expansion of industrial parks and sites in
communities/counties.

e Assist in providing water and sewer facilities to existing and new industrial areas.

e Pursue funding assistance when needed to encourage utilization of existing parks, sites, and
facilities.

e Expand the role of small businesses in the economy.

e Provide necessary capital to expand local businesses and increase new jobs to the economy.

e Assist in the stabilization of small business in down-size or closing situations.

e Encourage export promotion and program development for area manufacturers.

e Encourage retail and services development in centers of population.

e Utilize the CAPDD revolving loan fund to provide start-up capital for small businessmen and
small farmers, minorities, and women.

e Encourage use of municipal/county bonding authority for development purpose when the good
of the public is served.
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e Encourage utilization of the Arkansas Development Finance Authority, Arkansas Capital
Corporation, and the Arkansas Community and Economic Development - Economic Set-Aside
Program.

e Provide management assistance to new and small businesspersons.

e Continue to upgrade the basic quality of the federal, state, and the county/city highway
network.

e Develop public transit service as an alternative to private transportation, providing service for
commuters, elderly, handicapped, and lower income residents.

e Maintain and/or expand the existing level of rail service in the District.

e Continue to improve airport facilities of the District. Priority emphasis will be placed on those
facilities which provide job creation.

e Assist in the development of adequate water systems to serve all cities and rural areas by
locating resources and providing technical assistance.

e Assist in the development and/or improvement of municipal wastewater treatment and
collection systems by locating resources and providing technical assistance.

e Support solid waste, composting, and recycling educational programs.

e Support improvement of local law enforcement programs.

e Attract more medical professionals, and facilities to the District.

e Expand the nutrition, health care, and other social services programs provided to the elderly.

e Assist in the development and expansion of fire protection in all areas.

e Assist in improving the overall conditions of housing stock through new construction and
substantial rehabilitation efforts.

e Promote affordable housing units for low to moderate income persons and families.

e Assist in increasing the availability of housing for the elderly and the handicapped.

e Promote and expand tourism and recreation facilities in all areas of the District.

e Prepare county and city road improvement programs which emphasize prioritization of major
improvements, establishment of better maintenance procedures, and upgrading of unpaved
roads.

Discussion

The City of North Little Rock, the North Little Rock Chamber of Commerce, and the North Little Rock
Economic Development Corporation continually promote and foster economic development
and emphasize "quality of life" as an integral component.
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MA-50 Needs and Market Analysis Discussion

Are there areas where households with multiple housing problems are concentrated?
(include a definition of "concentration")

A little over 34% of households reported one housing problem or condition. Less than 2% of households
reported multiple housing problems. Census tracts where over 50% of the households reported one
housing problem were 26 and 28 in the central part of the City between the Arkansas River and 1-40,
and 30.01 in the Baring Cross area. These three tracts have several characteristics in common: high
rates of cost burden, aging housing stock, high minority (Black/African American) populations, low
median incomes, low home values, higher vacancy rates, and over 60% renter occupied with the

areas being those affordable to persons earning 30-50% AMI. Tract 38 in the East McCain area also had
a high rate of housing conditions reported but consists of only 200 households so the problems are not
as widespread. A large percentage of the housing units were built prior to 1949.

Are there any areas in the jurisdiction where racial or ethnic minorities or low-income
families are concentrated? (include a definition of "concentration")

A concentration is defined as any tract where the population of any group is ten percent more than the
citywide proportion. According to 2008-2012 ACS data, the Black/African American population in North
Little Rock was 40.7%. Census tracts with the percentages of close to 50 or more Black/African
American households were 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.01, 30.02, and 31 which are located in the mid-central part
of the City, and 38 in the East McCain area. Although the Hispanic population has increased in North
Little Rock, it was still relatively small at 6.2%. The attached map reflects several small clusters, but the
census tracts showing concentrations of Hispanic households were 32.02 and 32.08, roughly bordered
by Pike and Camp Robinson. The poverty rate in North Little Rock was 22.45% in 2012. Tracts 28, 30.01,
30.02, 32.08 and 38 reflect concentrations of low income households.

The City’s Analysis of Impediments report identified three census tracts in the central area of the City
that meet HUD’s Racially and Ethnically Concentrated Areas of Poverty (RCAP/ECAP) criteria. These are
areas or census tracts comprised of 50% or greater minority populations, with three times or more the
poverty level of the Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), and historical concentrations of public and
assisted housing.

What are the characteristics of the market in these areas/neighborhoods?

These areas/neighborhoods are some of the oldest in the City, and contain some of the lowest cost
housing. Unemployment rates and poverty rates are high in these areas, and therefore cost burden is
great.
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Are there any community assets in these areas/neighborhoods?
There are parks and community centers within these areas/neighborhoods.
Are there other strategic opportunities in any of these areas?

The City continues its strategy of utilizing CDBG funds for drainage, street and sidewalk improvements in
eligible low income areas to preserve the infrastructure in these neighborhoods. Code officers

continue their efforts to safeguard the general welfare of the public and to maintain these
neighborhoods through enforcement of parking regulations, resolution of property maintenance issues,
and nuisance abatement. Demolition of blighted and/or condemned structures leaves green space and
vacant lots, which may provide opportunities for investors and developers to redevelop these areas.
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North Little Rock
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North Little Rock
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Strategic Plan

SP-05 Overview

Strategic Plan Overview

The priority needs for housing and non-housing community development efforts were determined using
data presented in the Needs Assessment and Market Analysis of this Plan, and through public hearings,
surveys, consultation with City staff and consultation with service providers serving low and moderate
income residents of North Little Rock. Objectives for the consolidated planning period were organized
into broad categories as follows: improve the condition and increase the availability of decent affordable
housing for low to moderate income persons, foster suitable living environments and address non-